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The Armenian Heritage 

Walk, an historic winding 

pathway of Armenian art 

and culture next to the 

world-renowned 

Philadelphia Museum of 

Art, will be dedicated and 

its first phase unveiled 

Friday, April 24 and 

Saturday, April 25 in 

memory of the Armenian 

Genocide and in tribute to 

the contributions 

of  countless Armenian 

Americans through the 

decades. 

A series of jubilant 

festivities will mark the 

unveiling of Phase 1 and 

feature a restored 22-foot 

statue of the mythical 

Armenian figure Young 

Meher, the centerpiece of 

the parcel. First displayed 

on the 200th birthday of 

America in 1976, the statue 

continues to symbolize the 

courage and faith of the 

Armenian people 50 years 

later on the 250th birthday 

Armenian Heritage Walk to honor  

Armenian American legacy with Awards  

for Excellence at dedication April 24-25 

Continued on next page 

of America. Work will 

continue in Phase 2 with the 

selection and installation of 

exquisite and meaningful 

lighted public artwork 

stations and natural 

elements of Armenian and 

American origin.  

Hundreds of families and 

friends will gather to 

celebrate the landmark 

occasion in a series of events 

beginning with an inter-

communal church service at 

Cathedral Basilica of Saints 

Peter and Paul in 

Philadelphia on Friday, April 

24, at 7 p.m. The walk will 

then be officially dedicated 

and Phase 1 unveiled on the 

parcel next to the 

Philadelphia Museum of Art 

on Saturday, April 25, at 11 

a.m. Finally, the festivities 

will culminate in a 

spectacular Armenian 

Heritage Walk Gala at the 

National Constitution Center 

in Philadelphia on Saturday, 

April 25, at 6 p.m. Tickets 

can be purchased and 

donations made 

at www.armenianheritagew

alk.org   

The gala will honor the 

innumerable and 

outstanding contributions of 

Armenian Americans 

through the generations by 

turning attention to the 

following noteworthy 

honorees, gifting them with 

Awards for Excellence: 

Michael Aram, founder and 

designer of Michael Aram 

Inc.; Dr. James Philip 

Bagian, engineer, physician, 

and NASA astronaut; Mark 

Hoplamazian, chairman and 

CEO, Hyatt Hotels Corp.; 

Edele Hovnanian, president 

and CEO, H. Hovnanian 

Family Office; Major Gen. 

Stephen J. Maranian, two-

time recipient of the 

Distinguished Service 

Medal; Katherine Sarafian, 

senior vice president of 

production, Pixar Animation 

Studios; and Peter 

Vosbikian, accomplished 

executive, household 

products industry. Sona 

Movsessian, author, 

podcaster, media 

personality, and former 

executive assistant of Conan 

O’Brien, will host the gala.  

mailto:talinkupelian@gmail.com
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Armenian Heritage Walk  

Continued from previous page 

part of the success and growth of 

Pixar Animation Studios, holding a 

variety of key leadership positions 

that have led to her current role as 

Senior Vice President, Production. 

Sarafian produced Pixar’s Academy 

Award® -winning feature film, 

“Brave” (2012), 

before moving 

into her role on 

Pixar’s 

executive 

leadership 

team. 

Peter Vosbikian 

is widely 

recognized as an accomplished 

executive in the household products 

industry as well as a dedicated 

advocate for Armenian heritage and 

community engagement. He has also 

carried on the legacy of his parents 

who survived the 1895 pogrom of the 

Armenian people, then living in 

Turkey, and the 1915 Genocide 

perpetrated by the Turkish 

government. Through perseverance, 

resourcefulness and determination, 

his father Bedros immigrated to the 

United States and built a new life 

that would inspire future 

generations of the Vosbikian Family. 

Sona Movsesian, 

who will host the 

gala, is a former 

executive 

assistant-turned 

bestselling 

author, 

podcaster, and 

media personality who rose to 

national recognition alongside Conan 

O’Brien. Since 2009, she has been a 

beloved on-air presence, including 

her unforgettable trip to Armenia 

with Conan for Conan Without 

Borders — a moment of pride and joy 

for Armenians everywhere. Today, 

she co-hosts the wildly popular 

Conan O’Brien Needs a Friend and is 

the author of the instant New York 

Times bestseller The World’s Worst 

Assistant. Her second book, The 

World’s Worst Mom, arrives in fall 

2026. 

Armenian Interests 

Michael Aram is 

an 

internationally 

recognized 

Armenian 

American 

designer who, 

for more than 

35 years, has created luxurious objects 

to enhance the everyday. The 

grandchild of Armenian Genocide 

survivors, Michael grew up immersed 

in the rich traditions of the Armenian 

church, surrounded by handmade 

carpets, pomegranate imagery, and 

sacramental objects that instilled in 

him a deep reverence for handcraft 

and the storytelling potential of 

objects. 

Dr. James Philip 

Bagian is an 

engineer and 

physician whose 

career has been 

defined by a focus 

on safety and 

human 

performance in 

high-risk environments. His 1989 

NASA Space Shuttle flight marked the 

first time an individual of Armenian 

heritage traveled into space. His 

commitment to public service was 

shaped by his father, Philip Bagian, a 

first-generation American who served 

as a highly decorated fighter pilot 

during World War II, providing an 

early example of dedication and 

discipline. 

Prior to his 

appointment to 

Hyatt's Board of 

Directors and being 

named President 

and Chief 

Executive Officer of 

Hyatt Hotels 

Corporation in 2006 and, most 

recently, Chairman of the Board, Mr. 

Hoplamazian served as President of 

The Pritzker Organization, LLC, 

(TPO), the principal financial and 

investment advisor to certain Pritzker 

family business interests. During his 

17-year tenure with TPO, he served as 

advisor to various Pritzker family-

owned companies, including Hyatt 

Hotels Corporation and its 

predecessors. 

Edele 

Hovnanian 

serves as 

President and 

Chief 

Executive 

Officer of the 

H. Hovnanian 

FAMILY 

OFFICE, based in New Jersey, which 

handles the assets of three generations, 

including a commercial real estate 

division, a land development division, 

and an investment portfolio. She joined 

the family business in 1987 where she 

was mentored by her father, Hirair 

Hovnanian, for two decades prior to 

taking full control of operations in 

2006. She also is the President of the 

H. Hovnanian Family Foundation, 

which currently donates over $10 

million a year to 

various causes. 

Major General 

Stephen J. 

Maranian, U.S. 

Army (Retired) 

was born in 

Boston, 

Massachusetts. 

The son of Jacob Jack Maranian and 

(the late) Alma Khachadoorian 

Maranian, he and siblings Jennifer and 

Ara were raised in the Armenian 

church, attending Sunday school and 

services at St. James Armenian 

Apostolic Church in Watertown, Mass. 

Following graduation from Natick High 

School in 1984, he studied at Bucknell 

University in Lewisburg, PA, earning 

both a Bachelor of Science in business 

administration and a commission as 

second lieutenant in the regular army 

through 

Bucknell’s 

Reserve Officer 

Training Corps 

(ROTC) program 

in 1988. 

Katherine 

Sarafian has 

been an integral 
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Pegasus Orchestra made its debut at St. 

Vartan Cathedral on Friday, March 20, 

at 7 p.m., with a program 

titled “Armenian Voices, American 

Rhapsody.” The concert was generously 

supported by the Dadourian Foundation 

and presented by the Cultural 

Committee of St. Vartan Cathedral 

under the auspices of Bishop Mesrop 

Parsamyan, Primate, Chairlady Vicki 

Shoghag Hovanessian, and Co-Chairlady 

Seta Paskalian Kantardjian. 

Under the direction of Artistic Director 

and Principal Conductor Karén 

Hakobyan, the evening unfolded as a 

deeply personal artistic journey. Born in 

Armenia and now based in New York, 

Komitas’s Armenian Dances, featuring 

guest pianist Kiron Atom Tellian, 

alongside Hakobyan’s orchestral 

arrangements of Komitas’s works. This 

was followed by Haydn’s Symphony 

No. 59 “Fire”, which showcased 

Pegasus’s precision, clarity, and 

expressive range. 

Cellist Sergey Antonov, Pegasus Artist-

in-Residence, joined the orchestra for 

Saint-Saëns’s Cello Concerto No. 1 and 

Arutunian’s Impromptu, followed by 

Rachmaninoff’s Vocalise. 

After intermission, the program 

continued with Komitas’s Three 

Armenian Miniatures, creating a 

graceful transition into a reprise of 

Rachmaninoff’s Vocalise, again 

featuring Antonov and the ensemble. 

The concert culminated in a vibrant 

finale with Gershwin’s Rhapsody in 

Blue, capturing the spirit of American 

classical jazz, with Hakobyan leading 

from both the podium and the piano. 

Hakobyan has shaped Pegasus around 

flexibility, clarity, and thoughtfully 

curated programming. 

Each work performed on March 20 was 

presented in a new arrangement by 

Hakobyan for Pegasus’s eighteen-member 

ensemble, offering audiences a fresh and 

intimate perspective on beloved 

repertoire. For the more than 200 

attendees, this historic evening 

celebrating Armenian talent will remain 

memorable for years to come. A particular 

highlight was Rhapsody in Blue, 

performed with Hakobyan both 

conducting and at the piano. 

The program opened with selections from 

Pegasus Orchestra debut at St. Vartan Cathedral 

with “Armenian Voices, American Rhapsody 

Please send any information related to  

Armenian Interests 

e-newsletter to:  
 

TalinKupelian@gmail.com 
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press and other forms of media. 

Week Three: Justice & the 

Present Engages directly with 

genocide testimony, post-genocide 

rebuilding, the loss of Artsakh, 

denial and disinformation, and 

ongoing advocacy efforts. 

Target Participants 

“The program invites intellectually 

curious students ready to engage 

critically with complex historical and 

contemporary issues,” said Lisa 

Gulesserian, Program Director and 

award-winning instructor. 

“Specifically, we seek to enroll 

learners who want to develop their 

reading, analysis, and 

communication skills in a dynamic, 

collaborative, and immersive 

learning environment. To help us fill 

our learning lab with promising 

students, we are seeking 

nominations from leaders in our 

community. If you work with a 

student—in a classroom, a church, a 

community organization, or other 

spaces—who is inquisitive, ready for 

a challenge, and would benefit from 

this experience, we want to hear 

from you by filling out our 

nomination form.” 

 

Program Details 

Key Program Details: 

• Dates: 13–31 July 2026 

• Location: NAASR Vartan 

Gregorian Building, Belmont, MA 

• Schedule: Morning until late 

afternoon, Monday–Friday 

Continued on next page 

Armenian Interests 

BELMONT, MA — 12 March 2026 — 

The National Association of Armenian 

Studies and Research (NAASR) 

announces the launch of its NextGen 

Armenian Studies Program, an 

interactive summer institute for high 

school students and recent graduates. 

Applications to join the inaugural 

Summer 2026 cohort are open now and 

close 20 April 2026. Interested 

students are encouraged to visit the 

program webpage and apply early, as 

space is limited. 

Program Overview 

The three-week program, taking place 

13–31 July 2026, was developed with 

innovative pedagogical methods that 

engage and inspire young students. 

“This is not a lecture series, and it’s 

not a camp. This is a project-driven 

intellectual lab where students 

investigate urgent questions about 

Armenian history, identity, memory, 

justice, and representation—and build 

something with real-world impact,” 

said Ara Araz, Chairperson of the 

Board at NAASR. 

Students will be introduced to 

Armenian topics by world-class faculty 

from leading universities including 

Harvard, MIT, Cornell, and Columbia. 

In groups, students will develop a 

strategic digital campaign that 

responds to contemporary Armenian 

concerns. The program concludes with 

public presentations of student 

campaigns to a live audience at 

NAASR headquarters. 

Curriculum Structure 

Each week builds on the last, starting 

with deep historical roots and ending 

with urgent contemporary questions. 

• Week One: Civilization & 

Culture Explores ancient origins, 

early Christianity, medieval 

manuscripts, and the cultural 

traditions that have inspired Armenian 

people through the centuries. 

• Week Two: Diaspora & Identity 

Examines centuries of Armenian life 

under various empires and within 

global trade networks, emphasizing the 

connections maintained through the 

NAASR NextGen Armenian Studies Program 

Opens Applications: Transformative Three-Week 

Summer Institute for High School Students 

https://airtable.com/appukDCT2i6HBP9mp/pagp0SqQonVvJ9ixo/form
https://airtable.com/appukDCT2i6HBP9mp/pagp0SqQonVvJ9ixo/form
https://naasr.org/pages/summerprograms
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NAASR NextGen  

Continued from previous page 

• Experience presenting before 

professional audiences 

• Cross-disciplinary 

understandings of Armenian topics 

and issues 

• Familiarity with uses and 

limitations of AI tools 

A meaningful addition to college 

applications 

“Our new summer program helps 

students gain skills to shape the 

future in an informed and engaged 

way,” says Henry Theriault, Vice-

Chairperson of the Board at NAASR. 

Brian Ansbigian, a member of 

NAASR’s Executive Committee, 

agrees: “We’re equipping students 

with the tools to navigate complex 

narratives and make a real 

difference.” 

Apply Now: 

To learn more and apply, visit 

naasr.org/pages/summerprograms. 

Nominations for promising students 

can be submitted by community 

leaders at 

https://airtable.com/appukDCT2i6H

BP9mp/pagp0SqQonVvJ9ixo/form. 

About NAASR 

Founded in 1955, the National 

Association for Armenian Studies 

and Research (NAASR) is an 

independent non-profit membership 

organization, and one of the world’s 

leading Armenian Studies centers 

and research libraries on Armenian 

and related subjects. Based in 

Belmont, Massachusetts, NAASR 

advances Armenian Studies through 

research and scholarship, offers 

high-quality educational public 

programming, and supports and 

connects scholars of Armenian 

Studies worldwide with each other 

and a broad general public to build a 

global community, expand horizons, 

and preserve and enrich Armenian 

culture, history, and identity for 

future generations. 

Armenian Interests 

• Eligibility: Open to rising high 

school juniors, rising high school 

seniors, and 2026 high school 

graduates 

• Cost: $2,500 with generous need-

based financial aid available 

Application Deadline: 20 April 2026 

Participant Outcomes 

By the end of the program, students 

will have gained: 

• A portfolio-ready digital campaign 

• Reading, writing, collaboration, 

and analysis skills 

https://naasr.org/pages/summerprograms
https://airtable.com/appukDCT2i6HBP9mp/pagp0SqQonVvJ9ixo/form
https://airtable.com/appukDCT2i6HBP9mp/pagp0SqQonVvJ9ixo/form
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Armenian Radio Hour of NJ 
 

Sundays 2:00 - 4:00 P.M. WSOU 89.5 F.M. 

Armenian Interests 

Garo Paylan, renowned human 

rights defender and former 

Turkish Parliament member, will 

be the guest speaker for this year’s 

program on Thursday, April 23, 

2026 at Brookdale Community 

College.  

 

Mr. Paylan is internationally 

recognized for his courage and 

effectiveness in addressing the 

Armenian Genocide, often at great 

personal risk. He is a two-time 

Nobel Peace Prize nominee. The 

Armenian community is incredibly 

fortunate to have him share his 

insights with the community. 

  

Under the leadership of its 

Executive Director Dr. Asya 

Darbinyan, CHHANGE continues 

to bring speakers of the highest 

caliber to our community. 

Following the tremendous success 

and high attendance of last year’s 

event, we look forward to another 

profound evening of 

commemoration, discussion, and 

community solidarity.   

Annual Armenian Genocide Remembrance 

Program sponsored by CHHANGE  
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Poetry presented by Mrs. Zarmine Boghosian 

Armenian Interests 

Մեր Գրական Աշխարհի Ծաղկաստանէն 
♥♥♥ Through the Orchards of the Armeni-

an Language & Poetry  March 27-28- 

2026 
Presented by:  Zarminé Boghosian 

 Ա  Բ  Գ  

   
Անցեալ շաբաթ Մարտ 21-ը  UNESCO-ն 

հռչակած էր Համաշխարհա-յին 

Բանաստեղծութեան Օր հաստա-տելով այն 

իրողութիւնը թէ բանաստեղ-ծութիւնը մարդուն 

ստեղծագործական ոգին է որ կը ցոլացնէ։  

Իսկ մեր դասականներէն Լեւոն Շանթ 

հետեւեալը կը հաստատէ։   

«Ամենէն առաջ պէտք է մեր սրտերը 

կրթենք, մինչեւ մեր սրտերը ըն-դունակ չդառնան 

բարձր ձգտումներու եւ ամբողջական նուիրման՝ 

մեզմէ ազգու-թիւն չի յառաջանար: Իսկ 

երաժշտութե-նէն, նկարչութենէն ու 

բանաստեղծու-թենէն աւելի ի՞նչը կրնայ 

նպաստել մեր հոգիներու ազնուացման:»  Լ․  

ՇԱՆԹ 

   
    Ահաւասիկ հասանք 31 օրերով բեռնա-

ւորուած, սովորաբար «Խենթ Ամիս» ա-ծականը 

կրող Մարտ ամսուան վերջին օրերուն, որ կը 

վերջակիտէ ամիսը շատ սիրուած Կիրակիով մը՝ 

Ծաղկազարդով- 3-29-31-ին, որուն պիտի 

յաջորդէ՝ Հրա-շափառ Ս․ Յարութեան Տօնը՝4-5-

26-ին։ 

   
      Մարտ ամսուն ծնած, 1915-էն  վերապրած 

երկու Նահապետի անուն անպայմանօրէն այցի 

կու գան ինծի։  Մին՝ 1903 Մարտ երեքին 

Չոմախլու ծնած Յակոբ Ասատուրեանն է, իսկ 

միւսը՝ 1900,  Մարտ 22-ին Շապին Գարահիսար 

ծնած Արամ Հայկազն է։ Յ․ Ասատուրեանէն 

յիշողութեանս մէջ գամուած կը մնան սա տողերը

-  «Իր մայրենի հողերէն վտար-ւած կիսագրագէտ 
հին սերունդը, ուղղա-գրութեան պատճառով ո՛չ 
միայն կը զգայ «ԲԱԺՆՈՒԱԾ»,  Մա՛յր 
Հայրենիքէն, այլ  

եւս կը զգայ կրկնակիօրէն ԱՐՏԱՔՍՈՒԱԾ  անցեալի իր 
մշակու-թային ենթահողէն, գրաբարին ու մեր դարաւոր 
մշակոյթին հետ աղերս ունեցող ամենէն էական 
կապերէն։  

Իր ոտքին տակ ՀՈՂԸ կորսնցնելէն ետք ան կը 
զգայ  թէ  ՀՈԳԻԻՆ  դպչելո՛ւ փորձն է ուղղագրութեան 
փոփոխութիւնը։ 

ՍԽԱԼ ԿԱՄ ՇԻՏԱԿ՝ այդպէ՛ս կը զգայ»։ 

   
ԽՈՍՏՈՎԱՆԱՆՔ․․․ Պարոյր Սեւակ 

Ա՜խ, քեզ ինչպէ՞ս ասել,  

որ քեզ յիշում եմ դեռ, 

Ինչպէ՞ս չասել, որ դու դեռ թանկ ես  

ինձ համար, 

Ինչպէ՞ս մեզ բաժանող  

արգելակը քանդել, 

Ինչպէ՞ս չգալ քեզ մոտ, ինչի՞ համար: 

Ինչպէ՞ս չասել, որ դու,  

միայն դո՜ւ չես թախծում, 

Ինչպէ՞ս ասել, որ ես ծնուել եմ  

քեզ համար, 

Ինչպէ՞ս չասել, որ ես միշտ էլ  

քեզ եմ տենչում, 

Սակայն ինչպէ՞ս ասել, ինչի՞ համար: 

Չէ՞ որ բաժանուեցինք կարծես  

մեր ցանկութեամբ, 

Եւ այսօրը պարզ էր եւ՛ ինձ,  

եւ՛ քեզ համար… 

Հիմա ինչո՞ւ ցաւիլ  

անցած երջանկութեամբ 

Եւ չցաւի՞լ, ինչո՞ւ, ինչի՞ համար: 

Ինչպէ՞ս, ինչպէ՞ս ասել`  

նորից արի, արի՜, 

Ինչպէ՞ս չասել, որ ես ապրում եմ  

քեզ համար, 

Գէթ չխոստովանե՞լ ցաւը մեր սրտերի, 

Խոստովանե՞լ, ինչո՞ւ, ինչի՞ համար․․․ 

   
ՄԱՐՕ ՄԱՐԳԱՐԵԱՆԷՆ մի քանի տող 

Այս խառնածին գոյութեան մէջ, 

Լոյսը մեր խոր էութեան մէջ, 

Անմրցակից, 

Անզուգահեռ, 

Վաւերական ու վեր ենք մենք։ 

   Ի՜նչ վախենանք մենք մութերից, 

Ուր էլ կախեն լապտեր ենք մենք։ 
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WELCOME TO PAREV-TV  

Armenian Interests 

We invite you to watch videos produced by PAREV-TV which cover current Armenian life. 

These videos are unique and serve to inform and educate the Armenian public. You may find 

our entire collection of videos archived at www.ArmenianRadioNJ.net  

Go to our Parev-TV channel on YouTube to watch all our videos 

  

 

 

 

THANK YOU 
 

To all our supporters of 
 

Armenian Radio Hour of NJ 
 

Armenian Interests E-Newsletter 
 

Parev-TV 

http://www.armenianradionj.net
https://www.youtube.com/user/VartanAbdo/videos
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Armenia Leads South Caucasus in  

Freedom House Rankings  

Armenia continues to hold a leading 

position in the South Caucasus in 

terms of human rights, although no 

significant progress has been recorded 

in recent years, according to a report 

by the Washington-based human 

rights organization Freedom House. 

Updated data from the report were 

published last Friday. 

Armenia scored 54 out of a possible 

100 points in the global freedom 

ranking. The country’s score has 

remained unchanged since 2023, when 

it declined by one point from 55. 

Freedom House rated Armenia’s 

political rights at 23 out of 40 and civil 

liberties at 31 out of 60, classifying the 

country as “partly free.” 

For the first time, Armenia has 

surpassed its northern neighbor 

points last year and was classified as 

“free.” 

The human rights situation in 

Armenia was also assessed by 

Human Rights Watch, which noted 

mixed progress. While the 

organization positively evaluated 

government efforts to combat 

corruption and implement legal 

reforms, it expressed concern over 

ineffective investigations into police 

violence, the misuse of pretrial 

detention, and limited progress in 

addressing domestic violence. 

Georgia, which received a score of 51 

this year, down from 58 two years ago. 

Analysts and local opposition groups 

attribute Georgia’s decline to 

democratic backsliding. 

Among other countries in the region, 

Turkey scored 32 points and was 

classified as “not free.” Azerbaijan 

received just 6 points, ranking among 

the lowest globally—10th from the 

bottom among sovereign states—and 

placing it alongside countries such as 

Syria and Afghanistan. Iran scored 

slightly higher, with 10 points. 

Notably, the lowest-ranked country 

still classified as “free” is Lesotho, with 

67 points. 

In a separate Freedom House report on 

internet freedom, Armenia scored 72 
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He argued that the opposition’s 

rhetoric could also pave the way for 

the introduction of external 

“peacekeepers” into the region, which 

he suggested could have negative 

consequences based on past 

experience. 

Pashinyan stressed that the current 

peace was achieved through heavy 

losses and must be preserved 

through Armenia’s own efforts, not 

external guarantees. 

“We have entered a new historical 

stage, where the survival agenda has 

been replaced by a development 

agenda,” he said. 

He concluded by expressing 

confidence that Armenian voters 

would support peace in the 2026 

parliamentary elections. 

Armenian Interests 

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 

stated that political forces led by 

Robert Kocharyan, Samvel 

Karapetyan, and Gagik Tsarukyan are 

pursuing policies that could lead to 

war by seeking to revise the 

established peace between Armenia 

and Azerbaijan. 

In a statement published on his 

Facebook page, Pashinyan said: 

“It has been clearly recorded that the 

forces led by Kocharyan, Karapetyan, 

and Tsarukyan have adopted a policy 

of revising the established peace 

between Armenia and Azerbaijan. This 

means they are moving toward opening 

the door to war.” 

He added that these forces are 

advocating for renegotiating and even 

imposing peace terms, including 

through the use of force. 

“This clearly and unequivocally means 

not only opening the door to war but 

making it inevitable,” Pashinyan 

emphasized. 

The Prime Minister warned that 

revising existing agreements could lead 

to a complete collapse of the 

negotiation process and renewed 

escalation. 

“That is why we say this crossroads is 

historic. Peace between Armenia and 

Azerbaijan has been established—we 

have closed the door to war.” 

Pashinyan: Forces Led by Kocharyan, Karapetyan, 

and Tsarukyan Are Opening the Door to War  

as a rejection of the peace agenda,” 

the Prime Minister said. 

He recalled that at one point, 

citizens were invited to register to 

see the purchased military 

equipment; however, so many people 

signed up that carrying it out is no 

longer realistic. 

According to the Prime Minister, the 

participation of such a large number 

of citizens would also lead to the 

spread of “distorted” information 

about the military equipment. 

“I believe that the display of this 

military equipment will be an 

impressive sight for the citizens of 

Armenia,” the Prime Minister 

concluded. 

The Armenian government will 

showcase the military equipment 

acquired over the past few years 

during a May 28 Republic Day event 

in central Yerevan, Prime Minister 

Nikol Pashinyan announced on 

Thursday. 

Pashinyan had earlier said that his 

government was considering 

displaying the armaments acquired 

during its term. 

Asked at a press briefing whether a 

final decision had been made, he said: 

“Yes, we have a final decision. On May 

28, Republic Day, an event will be held 

at Republic Square in Yerevan that 

will be less of a military parade and 

more of a report to the citizens of 

Armenia. I want to say that we have 

been working—and continue to work—

on this issue with our international 

partners. A military parade is, in 

general, a very sensitive event and 

could create the impression of 

deviating from—or even abandoning—

the peace agenda. We are working and 

will continue to work with our partners 

in the international community, 

including the countries of the region, so 

that they do not interpret it in any way 

Government to showcase new military equipment 

in Yerevan in ‘report to citizens,’ says Pashinyan  
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momentum in Armenia–EU relations 

in recent years. The partnership is 

based on the Comprehensive and 

Enhanced Partnership Agreement 

(CEPA), which entered into force in 

2021, and the Armenia–EU 

Partnership Agenda adopted in 

December 2025 with the 

participation of Foreign Minister 

Ararat Mirzoyan, EU High 

Representative Kaja Kallas, and EU 

Commissioner for Enlargement 

Marta Kos. 

The European Union remains a key 

partner for Armenia in advancing 

reforms, as well as in trade and 

investment. 

Armenian Interests 

The first-ever Armenia–EU summit 

will take place in Yerevan on May 4–5. 

Armenia will be represented by Prime 

Minister Nikol Pashinyan, while the 

European Union will be represented 

by European Council President 

António Costa and European 

Commission President Ursula von der 

Leyen. 

Ahead of the summit, Costa and von 

der Leyen will also participate in the 

8th European Political Community 

summit, scheduled to take place in 

Yerevan on May 4. 

The Armenia–EU summit will focus on 

strengthening bilateral relations, 

particularly in the areas of economy, 

energy, transport, digital development, 

and people-to-people contacts. 

Leaders will also discuss progress 

toward ensuring peace, security, 

connectivity, and prosperity in the 

South Caucasus, as well as ongoing 

global challenges. 

The summit reflects unprecedented 

Ursula von der Leyen and António Costa to  

Attend Armenia–EU Summit in Yerevan  

“We know that the availability of 

direct and affordable flights has a 

direct impact on tourist visits. Over 

the next five years, we will take 

measures to ensure that the annual 

number of tourists visiting our 

country reaches the country’s 

population. By the end of the next 

decade, we believe this number could 

reach five million per year. We are 

positioning Armenia as a sustainable 

and responsible tourist destination,” 

Lusine Gevorgyan stated. 

The Government of Armenia plans to 

implement measures over the next five 

years to increase the annual number 

of tourists visiting the country to 

match its population. According to the 

latest census conducted in 2023, 

Armenia’s permanent population is 

2,928,914. 

Congratulating the Hungarian airline 

Wizz Air on increasing its flights from 

Armenia, Tourism Committee 

Chairperson Lusine Gevorgyan 

emphasized that the expansion of 

routes, the development of civil 

aviation in Armenia, and the growth of 

tourist numbers are part of the 

government’s five-year plan. 

Armenia aims to boost annual tourist  

numbers to match population 

Please send any information related to  

Armenian Interests 

e-newsletter to:  
 

TalinKupelian@gmail.com 

mailto:talinkupelian@gmail.com
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have launched businesses and 

now cooperate with the Office of 

the High Commissioner for 

Diaspora Affairs and other 

institutions,” she said. 

She added that many 

participants have relocated with 

their families and are now 

building their lives in Armenia, 

while others have even formed 

new families and settled in the 

country through the program. 

Mheryan noted strong interest in 

the initiative, pointing out that 

participants often take part in 

multiple programs run by the 

office, including “Step Toward 

Home,” “Diaspora Youth 

Ambassador,” and “iGorts.” 

“The main goal of the High 

Commissioner’s Office is 

repatriation, and all our 

programs are designed with that 

objective in mind. While 

participants are in Armenia, we 

introduce them to the country, its 

landmarks, and opportunities in 

higher education and the job 

market, encouraging engagement 

across different age groups,” she 

said. 

According to Mheryan, 

participants are primarily 

motivated by patriotism, as well 

as a desire to understand 

Armenia’s public system from 

within and contribute to its 

development. 

Participants in the iGorts 

program receive health 

insurance, round-trip airfare, 

and a monthly stipend of 336,000 

AMD to cover living expenses 

throughout the fellowship. 

Armenian Interests 

More than 70% of participants in 

the iGorts program have 

ultimately repatriated to Armenia, 

organizers told Armenpress. 

iGorts invites Diaspora Armenian 

professionals to work in Armenia’s 

public sector and government. The 

program is run by the Office of the 

High Commissioner for Diaspora 

Affairs. 

Since its launch in 2020, more 

than 300 Diaspora Armenians 

have participated, said iGorts 

project leader Anna Mheryan. 

The program offers Diaspora 

professionals a unique opportunity 

to engage in Armenia’s public 

administration system and 

contribute their expertise. 

“The 7th round of the program will 

launch in September this year. 

From January 26 to March 13, we 

received around 200 applications 

from 30 countries. Participants 

who pass the first stage will be 

invited to interviews, after which 

selected candidates will begin work 

in Armenia’s public sector starting 

September 1,” Mheryan said on the 

Armenpress Podcast. 

Participants are selected based on 

the needs identified by government 

agencies, with 35 candidates to be 

chosen this year. Applicants must 

also have higher education and at 

least five years of professional 

experience. 

Selected specialists work in the 

public sector for one year, applying 

their expertise to help improve key 

sectors and contribute to policy and 

program development. 

Mheryan highlighted the program’s 

high repatriation rate as one of its 

main achievements. 

“Since 2020, around 300 

participants have taken part in the 

program, 73% of whom have 

repatriated. Some have returned 

with their families and continued 

working in state institutions after 

passing civil service exams. Others 

Armenian Diaspora fellowship program  

drives high repatriation, organizers say  
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Community Sports School, which 

currently serves 174 youth through 

wrestling, football, table tennis, 

boxing, and chess clubs, and will 

also reach additional participants 

through amateur volleyball, 

basketball and table tennis 

activities. The municipality will 

continue to cover core operational 

costs, including maintenance and 

coaches’ salaries, helping to ensure 

long-term sustainability. 

Girls of Armenia Leadership Sports 

(GOALS) will carry out a one-year 

program for 250 girls aged 11 to 15 

across 20 communities. Combining 

intercommunity sports activities 

with educational workshops, hybrid 

sessions, and self-guided learning 

materials, the program is designed 

to strengthen leadership, 

teamwork, confidence, and civic 

awareness. It will culminate in the 

GOALS Girls Summit in Yerevan 

in fall 2026, bringing together 

participants from across Armenia 

for a national event centered on 

learning, exchange, and 

inspiration. 

The Boon Scientific-Cultural 

Foundation (BoonTV), through its 

project ‘Through the Mountains,’ 

will engage more than 50 young 

people aged 16 to 35 in five guided 

hikes to lesser-known mountain 

and nature sites in Tavush and 

Vayots Dzor. Participants will 

receive training in outdoor safety 

and skills, while also learning 

about healthy lifestyles, teamwork, 

environmental responsibility, and 

local communities. Implemented in 

partnership with Armenian 

Geographic, a five-episode 

documentary series will be 

produced for national broadcast 

and online distribution. 

Continued on next page 

Armenian Interests 

Across Armenia, young people are 

increasingly stepping forward as 

leaders in their communities, 

launching local initiatives, exploring 

careers in science, and building 

networks that promote healthy 

lifestyles and civic engagement. 

Supporting this momentum, the H. 

Hovnanian Family Foundation has 

awarded $240,000 in grants to eight 

initiatives through its fourth-quarter 

2025 Youth Empowerment 

Armenian grant cycle.’ 

These projects will expand 

opportunities for youth across 

Armenia in three areas: science, 

sports and healthy lifestyles, and 

civic awareness and activism. 

“Interest in this grant cycle was 

strong. We are encouraged by the 

diversity of this round’s applicants 

and awardees, both in geographic 

representation and fields of focus,” 

said Anahit Hakobyan, (Grants) 

Program Manager at the H. 

Hovnanian Family Foundation. “The 

eight selected projects span across 

Armenia and cover activities from 

math and physics olympiads to GIS 

mapping, hiking, and civic 

preparedness.” 

The PhysMath Friends Charitable 

Foundation will expand Armenia’s 

mathematics and physics Olympiad 

model to the regions. The project will 

revise Olympiad curricula, train eight 

regional instructors to help run newly 

established Olympiad clubs in Lori, 

Shirak, Kotayk, and Armavir. 

Approximately 180 high school 

students will gain access to advanced 

instruction and mentorship to 

prepare them for national and 

international competitions. 

Hyphen4 Lab will implement a 

seven-month mapping program in six 

communities, combining civic 

learning with practical digital and 

spatial skills. The project will train 

university students as fellows to work 

with TUMO students aged 12-18 

conducting community mapping 

workshops. Together, participants 

will collect and refine open-access 

GIS datasets on infrastructure, public 

spaces, and other local assets, 

strengthening youth digital literacy 

while also supporting more informed 

local planning and dialogue with 

municipalities. 

In Lori the Resilient Stepanavan 

Foundation will support the 

development of the Stepanavan 

H. Hovnanian Family Foundation Awards $240,000 

to Advance Youth Empowerment Across Armenia  
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H. Hovnanian Family Foundation  

Continued from previous page 

mentorships, participants will 

design and implement 20 youth-led 

community initiatives. A Youth 

Advisory Council attached to the 

Vanadzor Municipality will be 

established to contribute to the co-

development of a local youth policy 

and five-year development plan, 

helping to institutionalize youth 

participation at the local level. 

The Azatazen Educational NGO 

will expand its youth programming 

beyond Yerevan through an 

initiative serving 300 young people 

aged 15-20, mostly in the Lori 

region. The program will provide 

practical training in first aid, 

physical and emergency 

preparedness, outdoor safety, and 

civic responsibility. By focusing on 

hands-on knowledge and 

community resilience, the initiative 

will equip participants with 

concrete skills to support personal 

safety and broader civic 

preparedness.\ 

Taken together, the selected 

projects reflect a broad 

understanding of youth 

empowerment: one that includes 

academic opportunities, healthy, 

active lifestyles, and meaningful 

participation in community life. 

While the eight projects differ in 

format and geography, all aim to 

equip young people with stronger 

skills, broader networks, and 

greater confidence to contribute to 

Armenia’s future. 

Armenian Interests 

The Information and Education 

Development Network (INEDNET) 

will implement a program in 5 to 7 

communities to help young people 

take a more active role in local 

governance. The project will train 15 

to 20 youth leaders aged 16-30 

through a seven-day residential 

program focused on designing 

community initiatives. With 

mentorship and municipal 

engagement, participants will refine 

their ideas and present them to the 

public for voting through 

participatory budgeting processes. 

In Vanadzor and surrounding 

communities the NGO Center will 

run a civic engagement program 

directly involving 60 young people 

aged 16-30. Through these 

workshops, simulation games and 
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AGBU 

55 East 59th Street 

New York, NY 10022 

212-319-6383 

Email: agbuny@agbu.org 

www.agbu.org 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church  

630 Second Avenue 

New York, NY 10016  

212-686-0710 

 

Prelacy of the Armenian Church  

138 East 39th Street, 

New York, NY 10016  

212-689-7810 

 

Saint Illuminator Armenian Cathedral 

221 East 27th. Street, 

New York, NY 10016 

212-689-5880 

 

Armenian Presbyterian Church  

140 Forest Avenue, 

Paramus, NJ 07652   

201-265-8585 

 

St. Leon Armenian Church  

12-61 Saddle River Rd 

Fair Lawn, NJ 07410    

201-791-2862 

 

Sts Vartanantz Armenian Church  

461 Bergen Boulevard 

Ridgefield, NJ 07657   

201-943-2950 

 

St Stepanos Armenian Apostolic Church    

1184 Ocean Avenue 

Elberon, New Jersey  07740 

Phone 732-229-3661   Fax  732-229-3857 

 

Holy Cross Armenian Church  

318 27th Street, 

Union City, NJ 07087   

201-864-2480 

 

Hovnanian School 

817 River Road 

New Milford, NJ 07646 

201-967-5940  

www.hovnanianschools.org  

 

Sacred Heart Armenian Catholic Church 

155 Long Hill Road 

Little Falls, NJ 07424 

Tel: 973-890-0447 

 

St. Thomas Armenian Church  

Route 9W-E Clinton  Avenue 

Tenafly, NJ 07670 

201-567-5446 

 

St. Mary Armenian Church  

200 W. Mt. Pleasant Avenue 

Livingston, NJ 07039   

973-533-9794 

 

St. Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church 

38-65  234 Street 

Douglaston, NY  11363 

718-224-2275 

 

Ararat Youth and Conference Center 

6944 S.R. 32 

Greenville, NY 12083 

212-686-0710, x120 

www.araratcener.org 

 

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary 

486 Bedford Road 

Armonk, NY 10504 

914-273-0200 

info@stnersess.edu  www.stnersess.edu 

 

Armenian Network of America-NY Region  

P.O. Box 205  

Bible School Park, NY 13737  

(617) 688-2741  

newyorkregion@armnet.org   www.armnet.org 

 

Armenian Church of the Holy Martyrs 

209-15 Horace Harding Expressway 

Bayside, New York 11364 

718-225-0235 

www.holy-martyrs.org 

 

Armenian Evangelical Church of New York 

152 E 34th St. 

New York, NY 10016 

Tel: (212) 685-3177 

 

St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral 

630 2nd Ave 

New York, NY 10016  

(212) 686-0710  

 

St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 

1131 North Street 

White Plains, NY 10605 

Tel. (914) 428-2595 

 

Tekayan Cultural Association-Greater NY 

560 Sylvan Avenue 

Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632 

Email: tekeyannjny@gmail.com 

DIRECTORY 
The following are addresses where Armenian gatherings are frequently held  

This is NOT a list of Armenian organizations or churches 

We will be glad to list additional addresses 

tel:%28212%29%20686-0710
http://www.araratcener.org/
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To be included in our Calendar of Events,  

please provide us with your non-profit organization’s event, date and 

location along with a contact name and telephone number 

 

Please  e-mail your submissions to:  

 

Talin Kupelian - TalinKupelian@gmail.com 

 

or 

 

Vartan Abdo - VartanAbdo@optonline.net 

 

We reserve the right to accept or reject submissions  

not in accordance with our service 

 

We also reserve the right to edit and modify all copies submitted 

 

***Armenian Interests & Armenian Radio Policy*** 
 

Due to the heavy volume of flyers/announcements we receive weekly, our policy is: 
 

 Flyers will be posted NO EARLIER than 3 months prior to event date 

 Announcements on the radio program will be made NO EARLIER than 3 months 

prior to event date 

 Prior to the 3 month limit, your event will be listed in the “Save the Date” section 

of our events page with a link to your website/email for 6 months (9 months total) 

 The only exception to this policy are cruises and travel (we will post those in our 

“Save the Date” section up to 12 months in advance, with flyers posted 6 months 

prior to departure & announcements made 6 months prior to departure) 
 

The Armenian Radio and Armenian Interests newsletter mission is to promote 

Armenian cultural/educational/social functions run by non-profit organizations 

Armenian Interests 

mailto:talinkupelian@gmail.com
mailto:vartanabdo@optonline.net
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     UPCOMING EVENTS 

 March 29, 2026 - St. Thomas Armenian Church Palm Sunday banquet 

 April 11, 2026 - Armenian Relief Society anniversary gala dinner 

 April 18, 2026—Armenian Genocide commemoration in Montvale, NJ 

 April 19, 2026 - St. Gregory the Enlightener Church annual "Lionel Galstaun Memorial Concert"  

 April 19, 2026 - The Cultural Committee of St. Thomas Armenian Church presents “Ojakh, On the 

Other Side of the Silence.”  

 April 22, 2026 - Program honoring the legacy of the Armenian Genocide  Registration link 

 April 23, 2026 - Speaking Truth to Power with Garo Paylan 

 April 26, 2026 - Armenian Genocide remembrance at Times Square 

 May 1, 2026 - St. Thomas Cultural Committee Presents Spring Mixer 

 May 2, 2026 - A night of storytelling at the Armenian Church of  the Holy Martyrs  

 May 8, 2026 - AGBU Arts presents Musical Tapestry in Motion: A Celebration of Music, Dance & 

Poetry  

 May 16-17, 2026 - St. Mary Armenian Church centennial celebration 

 June 5 - St. Thomas Cultural Committee Presents Sip & Paint  

 June 6, 2026 - Holy Martyrs Armenian Day School annual dinner dance gala 

 June 14 - July 25, 2026 - AGBU Global Leadership Program in Yerevan 

 August 27-September 7, 2026 - Trip to Jerusalem 

HELP US  

Forward this newsletter  

to your friends… 

Help us enlarge the circle  

of our readers… 
 

To subscribe go to: 

www.ArmenianRadioNJ.net 

https://form.jotform.com/260675039311959
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HELP US  

Forward this newsletter  

to your friends… 

Help us enlarge the circle  

of our readers… 
 

To subscribe go to: 

www.ArmenianRadioNJ.net 
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Advertise your business in our newsletter 
 

Consultations and requests to showcase personal advertisements  

can be handled through contacting Talin Kupelian 
 

All advertisements from sponsors are appreciated as they help us move forward 
 

Please email your business card (2”x3.5”) in JPG format to 

TalinKupelian@gmail.com 

mailto:talinkupelian@gmail.com
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Armenian Interests 

Armenian Interests  

Editorial Board 

Vartan Abdo 

Director  

 

Talin Kupelian 

Managing Editor 

Design & Layout 

Rafi Krikorian 

Email Distribution 

Website Manager 

Armenian Interests e-newsletter serves all Armenian non-

profit organizations and churches. We gladly post all flyers 

and press releases submitted by officers of the organization. 

Information makes us all a better and healthier community. 
 

We request that the information be sent to us two weeks in 

advance, so that we can serve the community better.  

(Please read our policy in the Calendar of Events section) 
 

Please email all submissions to: 

TalinKupelian@gmail.com 
 

Thank you! 

This newsletter was prepared with the highest attention to accuracy and detail 

We apologize for any unintentional omission or accidental misprint  

 

We thank all our readers for their continuous support and contribution to Armenian Interests  

 

 

Interested in receiving a copy of  

ARMENIAN INTERESTS? 

Simply go to  

www.Armenianradionj.net  

and click the  

subscribe button 

We are on  

Facebook, Twitter & iHeart 

We are wherever you are 

Armenian Radio Hour NJ 

Listen to the 

Armenian Radio Hour NJ 

Every Sunday on 

WSOU 89.5FM 

2:00-4:00PM 

mailto:talinkupelian@gmail.com
http://www.armenianradionj.net


 

 

Talin Babayan Katya Kupelian 

Guest Volunteer Guest Volunteer Guest Volunteer 

Talin Kat

Guest GueGu

OUR DEDICATED 

VOLUNTEERS 

RADIO  

NEWSLETTER 

Talin Kupelian 

Managing & Layout Editor  

Armenian Interests Newsletter 

Hagop Dishoyan 

Engineer Announcer  

Tech Manager & IT 

Alumni Senior Volunteers who are always willing and able to assist: 
 

Taleen Babayan, Diran Jebejian, Katya Kupelian, Anush Gulian,  

Nora Janikian, Nareg Panossian, Armen Panossian 

Mihran Maldjian 

Engineer Announcer 

Kayla Bajakejian 
Engineer announcer 
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