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in Tel Aviv, Israel

Ambassador Arm

relations

Diplomatic
between Armenia and Israel
was established in August

1992. In
Ar meni
presented his credentials to
the President Rivlin, of
Israel, but with residence in
Yerevan. It is only this
week, September 17th, that
the Armenian Embassy has
been officially inaugurated
gin Tel-Aviv, Israel. This
took place right before the

July 2017

a GAsnbassador

Jewish New Year and the

Ambassador, Mr Armen
Smbatyan, took this
opportunity to wish for

peace and prosperity to the
_State and to the people of
!'srael.

Israeli representative, Mr

Iltzhak Carmel Kagan, Head
of the Eurasia 2 department
of the Israeli Foreign
Ministry congratulated the

opening of the Embassy and
said that 0 t he
Israeli relations is
i mportant

an

In an interview with the

\

Hi levels of mutual respect

en Smbatyan

S

AN S -

|ssue #641

y Inauguration of Armenian Embassy

Continued on next page

Israeli weekly Globus Mr. both peoples had in the last

Smbatyan recalled the millennia and hopes that

contribution o fthis can conliruevin dving

humanists and intellectuals forward si deHeby

such as Morgenthau, believes t hat 0

Mandelstam, Lemkin and effective and multi -

Werfel who implemented di mensi onal coope.!

their godly activities for the should be the dr

benefit of the Armenian of the 21st centur

people with the morality and And he, therefore,

best ethical traditions of the welcomes all kinds of

Jewish religious leaders, exchanges between both

who during all the periods of countries; conferences and

history aspired to justice and cultural programs in art,

wel fare of al musitc,ehealih and pclerees 6 .

He <continued o | am sure

the Armenian people will The Ambassador

never forget, will be grateful expressed t hat ol t

at all timesbo. necessary to rule out
misunderstandings between

Gl obus replied our opeoplet 6 s whieh,

pleasure to hear that given unfortunately, exists in the

that few of t oddagtdstagepa Ifar tremchinga n s

are devoted to humanitarian pl ans and Andéha |l s 6

ideas 0. hoped 0 t he ability
constructive open

The Ambassador mentioned dialogue will give us the

that 0l srael &s opportunitynto evérepmesany

A r meandi suatessful development issue i f they ari
over the past seven decades
pr oc e ssah impartant example to
Ar meniHe6.recall ed the 0
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Inauguration of Armenian Embassy
Continued from previous page

Visiting Patriarch Nourhan Manougian

The move to open this Embassy
annoyed Iran but Armenia quickly
appeased the Iranian Government.
The Armenian Ambassador in Tehran
assured OAr meni ads
relationship with Iran have been and
remain one of
prioritiesad.

Armenian -Israeli relations have not
been smoot h.
dollar arms deal to Azerbaijan is a
grave issue to Armenia. Some of the
weapons sold were used on Armenia in
the latest Azeri attack this past July
and Foreign Minister Mnatsakanyan
said o0l srael shoul
business wi t h
Israel buys 40% of its oil supplies
from Azerbaijan.

However, the Armenian government
announced 0 The
embassy will contribute to the
deepening of bilateral relations and
protection o f
t he regionoé
strengthen and secure the Armenian
Apostolic Churchods
Holy Land. Armenia welcomed a
reciprocal move by Israel but Israel
gave no indication that it was
considering opening an embassy in
Yerevan.

The Armenian mission located inside a
Tel Aviv began providing consular
services last month. Also, Ambassador
Armen Smbatyan met with leaders of
the Armenian community in the Holy
Land, including Archbishop Nourhan

wrote :

Ar meni

|-bdllioma e

But e

opening

Ar men
Thi s

Manougian, Armenian Patriarch of

Jerusalem.

In the congratulatory message to newly

elected Prime Minister Benjamin
Nethanyahu
Ar meni ads Pri me

| am hopeful that through good
efforts we will be able to replenish and
overhaul
Israeli cooperation and build strong
ties of mutually beneficial

partnershipé.

Ambassador Armen Smbatyan ./
meeting Archbishop Nourhan '
~ Manougian, Armenian

Patriarch of Jerusafem

Ambassador Armen
born in 1954 in Yerevan. From 1974 to

Smbatyan was

1980 A.Smbatyan studied at the
Yerevan Komitas State Conservatory

in the class of piano. From 1977 -1981

Mr.  Smbatyan studied at the
Composition and  Music  Theory
Department of the same Conservatory,
where he also attended post graduation
course (1982-1985). From 1978 to 1980
Mr. Smbatyan took courses on
0Composition and
specialty at the Moscow P.l.
Tchaikovsky State Conservatory. From
1981 to 1988 A. Smbatyan was a tutor
at the Music Theory Department of the
Yerevan Komitas State Conservatory.
Later, from 1988 to 1992, he has been
an associate professor in the same
institution and in 1992 was granted

the agenda of Armenian -

the title of professor. From 1988 to
1994 Mr. Smbatyan has been
appointed the Vice Rector of the
Yerevan Komitas State
Conservatory. From 1982 to 1987 A.
Smbatyan held the position of

Mi n i Genermlr Direetar soh then RAa Rublic

Television Radio Company's Musical
programs. In 1987 A. Smbatyan was
awarded the title of RA Honored
Worker of Art. From 1995 to 2002 he
has been the Rector of the Yerevan
Komitas State Conservatory. From
1996 to 1998 Mr.
Smbatyan  served
as the RA Minister
of Culture, Sports
ant Youth Affairs.
Since 1997
A.Smbatyan has
been the President
of the Armenian
Society for Cultural
" Cooperation  with
. Foreign Countries
= Non-Governmental
Organization.  In
2001 on the
! decision of RA

W President Mr.
Smbatyan was
awarded Movses
Khorenatsi medal.

From 2002 to 2010 served as the
Ambassador  Extraordinary  and
Plenipotentiary of the RA to Russian
Federation. In 2003 A. Smbatyan
was granted the diplomatic title of
Ambassador  Extraordinary  and
Plenipotentiary. From 2010 to 2014
he has been the Executive Director of

the Intergovernmental Foundation
for Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Cooperation (IFESCCO).

From 2014 till now he is Advisor to

M the PresidenfT df &epubiicéArmenia.

As of 2020, Ambassador Armen
Smbatyan serves as the RA
ambassador to Israel. The address of
the Armenian Embassy is: 29
Homered Street, The Manufacturer
House, Tel Aviv - Yafo, Israel.
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Primate Voices Support for Retaining Church

H i Ar meni

Eshop Daniel, Primate

0The Ar meni an
supreme place in the identity of every
Ar meni an, 6 wr ot e
Bishop Daniel Findikyan in a message
to high-ranking officials of the
Armenian government.

In separate |l etters
Minister Nikol Pashinyan, and to
Minister ~of Education, Science,
Culture and Sport Arayig
Harutyunyan, the Primate of the
Eastern Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America voiced his grave
concern over a recent government
proposal to remove Armenian Church
History as a distinct subject from the
countryds public sc

In doing so, Bishop Daniel joined his
voice to others in the Republic of
Armenia who have been critical of the
proposal, and who view the teaching of
Armenian Church History as essential
not only to public education in
Armenia, but also to the cause of

cultivating an Armenian identity his grave concern over a recent

among the countryds government proposal to remove
Armenian Church History as a distinct

ol register my concesubject from the

Armenian Christian, born in the
United States, who from a young age
has been nurtured in the bosom of the
Armenian Church and has now been
called to be the primate of one of the

|l argest di oceses of
Bishop wrote, relating the value of his
personal experiences learning about

story 1In

t he ch
history and
its great
figures.

0The

1 Armenian
Church
occupies a
supreme
place in the
identity of
every

Ar meni an, 6

message to high-ranking officials of the

Di Armenian government.

I n separate |

Minister Nikol Pashinyan, and to
Minister of Education, Science, Culture

and Sport Arayig Harutyunyan, the

Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the
Armenian Church of America voiced

curriculum.

In doing so, Bishop Daniel joined his
voice to others in the Republic of
Armenia who have been critical of the
proposal, and who view the teaching of
Armenian Church History as essential

not only to public education in

wr ot
Ch u r cPrimate Bishop Daniel Findikyan in a

etters

ados Publ

Armemd, but alsoate the cause of

cultivating an Armenian identity

among the countryds stu
ol register my
individual Armenian Christian, born

in the United States, who from a
young age has been nurtured in the
bosom of the Armenian Church and
has now been called to be the
primate of one of the largest dioceses

conce

of t hat Church, 6 t he E
relating the value of his personal

experiences learning about the
churchos history and
figures.

*A  Policy With International

Repercussions

Ar meni ads Ministry of
tame uéndem scruting dhis ydar forme
circulating a draft law titled "New

Standards for General

Education," which would overhaul

t he country®os publ i c
system. Under the proposed
standards, OAr meni an
Hi storyé would be remo\
curriculum as a distinct and

C 0 u Beparayed subjecyy bahd avould ¢ eo o |

incorporated into 0
Hi story6 and a new subj
and My Homel and. o Th
document woul d replace
Literatureo wi t h a gen
titled simply oLiteratu

Continued on next page




. Armenian Interests
Primate

Continued from previous page

Armenian Church History has been

taught in Armeniads
2002, using a textbook developed by
church  authorities. The  recently

proposed educational standards have
been questioned by many segments of
Armenian society i including the
academy and the church i and even
drew a public protest before the
Ministry of Education in Yerevan.

The Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin
has been critical but eager to cooperate
with the ministry on the matter.

Earlier this month, during a ceremony

bl essing Armeni ads
Holiness Karekin I, the Supreme

Patriarch and Catholicos of All
Armenians, reaffirmed his  deep
concerns about excluding Armenian
Church History from the compulsory

curriculum, and lamented that the

education ministry has not made a
sufficient effort to reach out to the

church in this matter.

In his letter to the Armenian
government officials, Bishop Daniel
affirmed that concern over the matter is
not limited to Armenia itself, but has an
international
the Education, Science, Culture
and Physical Education Ministry of the
Republic  of  Armenia to remove
the subject of the History of the
Armenian Church from the curriculum
of Armenian schools has become a

matter of concern in both the
Motherland and i n t he
wrote.

He added that internal decisions of
Armenian public policy would have
repercussions in the diaspora, as well.
0As the radiant
identity, the eyes
of diasporan Armenians are focused on

the Motherland. If instruction in
Armenian Church History is to be
deprived of school pupils in the

Motherland, what will be the reaction to
such a step in the diaspora? The answer
to this question will be that we must be
united in cultivating the study of the
Ar meni an Qiistary, evhidh shas
been the cradle of the Armenian
p eopctubudes and identity for

scope.

sour

di a s |faithful

centuries. o

He concluded with a
government would consider the subject

as ocritical to t he
ofournati on and our peo
An English translation of Bishop
Dani el ds -lamguagen letten to
Prime Minister Pashinyan appears
below.

View his original Armenian letter to
Education Minister Harutyunyan

by clicking here .

* k%

September 19, 2020

His Excellency

Mr. Nikol Pashinyan
Prime Minister of
Armenia

Yerevan

the Republic of

Esteemed Mr. Prime Minister,

The proposal by the Education, Science,
Culture and Physical Education
Ministry of the Republic of Armenia to
remove the subject of the History of the
Armenian Church from the curriculum
of Armenian schools has become a
matter of concern in both the
Motherland and in the diaspora.

With this letter | express also my own
personal concern as well as that of the
of the Armenian Church of
North America and especially of the
Eastern Diocese concerning the
Ministryfs decision.

The history of the Armenian people
witnesses to the fact that for centuries
the Nation and the Church have
comprised one united entity and that the
Church has nourished and preserved the
national identity in the souls of
generations of Armenians. Since the
fourth century the history of the
Armenian Church has been the history
of our people. The faith of our people is
expressed in our culture, literature, art
and especially family and national
values. The Armenian Church occupies a
supreme place in the identity of every

Armenian.

p Asehe radigmtasourcehaf emeArneniain s

identity, the eyes
ohd@aspbranhArmenians  ager fooudedh
pn the. Motherland. If instruction in
Armenian Church History is to be
deprived of school pupils in the
Motherland, what will be the reaction
to such a step in the diaspora? The
answer to this question will be that
we must be united in cultivating the
study of the Armenian
Ch u r chistdrng, which has been the
cradle of the Armenian
p e o p tukuges and identity for
centuries.

| register my concern as an individual

Armenian Christian, born in the

United States, who from a young age
has been nurtured in the bosom of the
Armenian Church and has now been
called to be the primate of one of the
largest dioceses of that Church, which

stands today on the foundation
established by such  renowned
national personalities as Khrimian
Hayrig and Catholicos

Karekin Hovsepyants.

In the name of the faithful of this

Diocese, | join my voice to the
concerned voices of educators and
Armenian  Studies scholars, and
request t hat
Science, Culture and Physical
Education Ministry reconsider the

removal of the subject of the History
of the Armenian Church from the

academic program or the plan to make
it simply part of a general course
along with
other armenological subjects, so that
it may be reestablished as an
freestanding subject in the schools.

My great expectation is that the
Ministry ~ will  take this into

consideration with all seriousness as
it responds to these matters, so
critical to the health and growth

of our nation and our people.

With my best wishes and prayers,

Bishop Daniel
Primate

Ar meni


https://armenianchurch.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-09-MinisterCultureCurriculum.pdf
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Dr. & Mrs. Tavit & Sossie Najarian
To Sponsor A Virtual Event For
Congressman Frank Pallone on October 4, 2020

Founder of the Congressional Caucus
on Armenian Issues, Congressman
Pallone , an active voice for Armenians

for over 25 years , has sponsored every
single  piece of legislation  of
importance to the Armenian -American
community be it recognizing the

Genocide or aid to Armenia. He also
continues to fight for foreign

assistance to Artsakh.

He has coordinated bipartisan efforts

Zoom access details released upon R.S.V.P.

$1000 to Co-Chair
$500 to Sponsor

$250 Individual

To RSVP please complete the attached form by September 25th and email to
Geri@PalloneForNewJersey.com

Please make checks payable to Pallone for Congress

PO Box 3176
Long Branch, NJ 07740

For questions or for more information please contact
Geri Jannarone (732) 5714141

to help the relationship between the between 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm.
U.S.A. and Armenia.
For more details on the fundraising
To honor Congressman Pallone, Dr. & event please see above.
Mrs. Tavit O. Najarian will be hosting
a virtual event on Sunday, October 4,

Please send any information related to

Armenian Interests

e-newsletter to:

TalinKupelian@gmail.com
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Sevres Treaty Panel Discussion

Black Sea

e

On Saturday, September 19, a panel
discussion dedicated to the centennial
of the Treaty of Sevres was jointly
organized by the ADL NY/NJ District
Chapter and the ARF NJ Dro
Gomideh. The entire discussions, in
two sessions, in Armenian and
English, was broadcast live over zoom.

The featured panelists in the
Armenian discussions, moderated by
Norair Meguerditchian (ADL) were -
Dr. Ashot Melkonyan, director of the

Il nstitute of Hi sto
National Academy of Sciences,
Yerevan; Dr. Taline Der -Minassian,

University Professor at the National

Institute of Oriental Languages and

Civilizations, Paris; Dr. Armen

Marukyan, Head of the Department
for the History of the Armenian Cause

and Armenian Genocide at the
National Academy of Sciences,
Yerevan.

The featured panelists in the English
discussions, moderated by Dr.
Antranig Kasparian (ARF) were - Dr.
Richard Hovannisian, Professor
Emeritus, UCLA and Presidential
Fellow at Chapman University, CA,
Dr. Henry Theriault, Professor and
Chair of the Philosophy Department at
Worcester State University.

ol tos a new
Armenians scattered around the world
who otherwise would not have met can
teach and learn from each other. It
gives the lecturers a wider platform,
and the listeners the means to stay in
touch with their Armenian roots no
matter how far they live from
Armenian centers. | thought the open
chat session at t he
said Serge Panossian, Chief Engineer
of the Armenian Radio Hour of NJ.

Mediterrans/

Blac! Sea

Dr. Antranig Kasparian

0The Sevres
that our political parties joining

efforts, have now put their priorities in
order, to collaborate, to fight

and defend for our rights, educate and

e-miaded w | hopefully pass the torch to the next

generation who will do the same. | wish
we could see this unity carried to

other organizations and our religious

|l eadership. o6 said
Armenian Radio Hour of NJ  Engineer
and Website Manager.

A one minute video clip of an historic
message by Avedis Aharonian, which

Georgia

was recored in 1930, was
shared during the panel

discussion. Aharonian
(1866 -1948) was an
Armenian politician and

writer.

Both moderators, Norair
and Antranig, stressed that
in recent years we have
seen collaboration between
ADL and ARF. They jointly
sponsored events marking
the centennial of the
Armenian Genocide;
presented a joint evening
dedicated to Karabakh and
another discussion
Constitutional Referendum

s essi ons ingAmegia. nTdese [oiat verdures e

have been successful and another
event is in the plans.

Close to 150 viewers followed the
panel discussion. Those who missed

it may find the entire recording on
Facebook or Youtube by searching
0Sevres Treaty Panel

The one important message of the
panelists was that we do not know
what the future holds, we need to be
Prepfiréd for Kny idévelaprneats and
changes in the political landscape of
the region.

More photos on next page
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Photos from Treaty of Sevres
Continued from previous page
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