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AGBU Grieves the Loss of Beloved President and 

Visionary Leader Louise Manoogian Simone  

 

Louise Simoneõs life was one 

of great destiny. During her 

tenure, she was the first to 

organize the massive relief 

effort in the aftermath of 

the 1988 Earthquake in 

Armenia; she brought aid 

and comfort to combat 

victims and their families in 

war -torn Nagorno -

Karabakh; and was 

instrumental in the rebirth 

of an independent Armenia, 

helping it to overcome many 

hardships created by a 

collapsed socio-economic and 

educational system.  

 

òThe sheer number of fronts 

on which she operated on 

any given day was truly 

astounding, not only 

managing all the moving 

parts with grace, but also 

maintaining all the existing 

AGBU educational, cultural 

and artistic programs across 

the diaspora,ó Mr. Setrakian 

noted.  

 

Among Louise Simoneõs 

proudest achievements was 

the establishment of the 

American University of 

Armenia, AGBU Childrenõs 

Centers, and AGBU Senior 

Dining Centers, all of which 

continue to thrive in 

Armenia to this day, thanks 

to her inspired leadership.  

 

Upon learning of her 

passing, current AGBU 

President Berge Setrakian, 

who served as Vice President 

under Simoneõs leadership, 

described her as a pioneering 

spirit and a woman far 

ahead of her time. òShe was 

called upon to steer the 

AGBU through many 

challenges, rising to become 

a driving force behind many 

of the successes and benefits 

that Armenians across the 

world enjoy today. She was a 

role model for all who had 

the good fortune to work 

with her and watch her 

brilliant mind at work. 

Always idealistic, yet 

practical, efficient and wise, 

she managed to see past the 

immediate obstacles to find 

solutions that would yield 

lasting results.ó 

One of the most 

consequential figures in 

modern Armenian life and 

most collectively admired 

and respected leaders in 

AGBUõs century-old history, 

Louise Manoogian Simone 

will leave an indelible mark 

of hope and inspiration 

through her dedicated 

service to the Armenian 

people, the Armenian 

homeland and the 

Armenian Church.  

 

Her recent passing has 

brought deep sorrow to the 

worldwide AGBU family, 

which she served with 

tireless devotion and 

singular distinction, as the 

first and only female leader 

of the organization, first as 

a Central Board member 

and as international 

President for 12 years.  
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Louise Manoogian Simone (third from right) with members of AGBUõs 

Central Board in 1997  
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Louise Manoogian Simone with AGBU 

President Berge Setrakian at the Alex 

and Marie Manoogian interment 

ceremony in Holy Etchmiadzin in 2007  

The American University of Armenia 

(AUA) grieves the passing of Louise 

Manoogian Simone, the most generous 

benefactor to the University.   

 

Born in Detroit, Michigan, to Alex and 

Marie Manoogian, she was raised with 

high values of philanthropy, love for 

her homeland, and passion for 

promoting Armenian culture and 

heritage. She served on the board of 

the Armenian General Benevolent 

Union (AGBU), the worldõs largest non-

profit organization devoted to 

upholding the Armenian heritage 

around the world.    

 

Succeeding her father as the 

international president of AGBU in 

1989, Manoogian Simone had a 

momentous role in founding AUA, 

making the historical decision to 

provide funding for the University in 

its initial years. She continued 

supporting the University throughout 

her life. It was through her efforts that 

the Armenian government, under 

President Levon Ter -Petrosyan and 

Speaker of the Parliament Babken 

Araktsian, granted AUA the privilege 

of using the Communist Partyõs 

Convention Meetings building, which 

seek glory and recognition for herself; 

her focus was on improving people's 

lives and supporting educational, 

cultural, and humanitarian programs 

throughout the world, particularly in 

Armenia. We are proud that her 

name will forever be associated with 

our University,ó said President Dr. 

Der Kiureghian.    

 

Today the AUA community 

celebrates her life. Louise Manoogian 

Simone will forever be remembered 

for her immense dedication, 

commitment, and love to the 

University and her homeland.  

 

A memory book is placed in the 

Agbabian Hall of the AUA Main 

Building for all those who wish to 

write expressions of sympathy and 

gratitude for  Manoogian Simone and 

her pivotal role in the founding and 

nurturing of the University.  

 

Upon the familyõs request, in lieu of 

flowers, donations can be made to the 

American University of Armenia 

(American University of Armenia 

Corporation,1000 Broadway, Ste. 280 

Oakland, CA 94607  https://

philanthropy.aua.am/).  

has served the AUA community for 

almost three decades. Manoogian 

Simone played an instrumental role in 

engaging the University of California 

(UC) in the establishment of AUA, 

leading to the affiliation between the 

universities that continues to this date 

and remains a tremendous asset to the 

University.  

 

In recognition of her enormous 

contributions to the University, the 

College of Business and Economics was 

officially named Manoogian Simone 

College of Business and Economics in 

2016. Announcing the news during the 

25th -anniversary gala dinner in Los 

Angeles, CA, AUA President Dr. Armen 

Der Kiureghian honored Manoogian 

Simone òfor her decisive role in the 

founding of AUA and her extraordinary 

generosity towards the University since 

its inception.ó  

 

Throughout her life, Manoogian Simone 

received many honors, including the 

Ellis Island Medal of Honor, the Grigor 

Lusavorich Medal from His Holiness 

Vazken I, and the Medal of Mesrop 

Mashtots by State Order issued by the 

President of Armenia. òShe was an 

extremely modest person, who did not 

AUA Mourns the Passing of Louise Manoogian 

Simone 1933 -2019  
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YEREVAN, FEBRUARY 20, 

ARMENPRESS. President of Armenia 

Armen Sarkissian sent a condolence 

letter over the death of national figure 

and philanthropist Louise Manoogian 

Simone. 

òWith deep sorrow I have learnt the 

news of the death of dignified 

daughter of our people, national figure 

and philanthropist Louise Manoogian 

Simone. 

This is a major loss for Armenia, 

Artsakh and the Armenians worldwide 

because Mrs. Manoogian Simone had 

Fund, she initiated and implemented 

numerous programs both in 

Armenia, Artsakh and the Diaspora.  

That Great Woman with her 

comprehensive activities and 

reputation goes beyond the national 

boundaries and presents our people 

at best at the international level.  

At this difficult moment of a pan -

national loss, I extend my sincere 

and deepest condolences to her 

family and relatives, brother Richard 

Manoogian, her three children, 

grandchildren, the AGBU, the Board 

of Trustees, sharing everyoneõs 

griefó, reads the Presidentõs 

condolence letter.  

Louise Manoogian Simone has 

passed away on February 18 at the 

age of 86. She was born 

in  Detroit,  Michigan, on May 19, 

1933. Her father, Alex Manoogian, 

National Hero of Armenia, 

philanthropist, had a great 

contribution to combining all 

Armenians worldwide.  

Edited and translated by Aneta 

Harutyunyan  

the closest 

connection with 

what is called 

Armenian and 

Armenia, by always 

standing with and 

among them.  

As a deserving 

child of her 

patriotic parents ð 

National Hero of 

Armenia Alex 

Manoogian and 

Mrs. Marie 

Manoogian, as the 

President of the 

Armenian General Benevolent Union 

(AGBU) and philanthropist, her 

services provided to the Homeland, the 

Armenian Apostolic Church and the 

Armenian people worldwide are really 

unique with their volumes and content.  

Since Armeniaõs independence, 

Armenia and Artsakh became the 

target of her patriotic activity to which 

Mrs. Manoogian Simone remained 

devoted up to the end of her life. As a 

longtime President of the Armenian 

General Benevolent Union, member of 

the Board of Trustees and honorary 

member of the Hayastan All -Armenian 

President Sarkissian extends condolences on death 

of philanthropist Louise Manoogian Simone  
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Pashinyan sends condolence letter on the  

death of Louise Simone  
Motherland, she was closely tied 

with Armenia, showing caring 

attitude toward her compatriots and 

serving as an example and 

inspiration for many other 

philanthropists.  

Assuming the high post of the 

Armenian General Benevolent 

Union  in a decisive period for 

Armenia, she spared no efforts for 

the elimination of the consequences 

of Spitak earthquake and the 

Artsakh war. Thanks to her efforts 

numerous educational, cultural, and 

charity projects came into life in 

Armenia and communities with large 

Armenian population in the 

Diaspora.  

With her patriotic and productive 

activities Louise Manoogian Simone 

has left a lasting trace in the modern 

history of the Armenian people and 

Armenia.  

I offer my deep condolences and 

solidarity to all the relatives of and 

friends of Louise Manoogian Simone 

and our entire people on the occasion 

of this bereavementó. 

Simone, a great philanthropist of 

Armenian origin and outstanding 

national figure. Her death is really a 

great loss for our entire people to whom 

she served with endless devotion and 

great responsibility.  

The contribution of Louise Manoogian 

Simone to the mission of preservation of 

the Armenian identity, development of 

independent Armenia and empowerment 

of the Armenian Apostolic Church is 

invaluable. Living far away from the 

YEREVAN, FEBRUARY 20, 

ARMENPRESS. Prime Minister of 

Armenia Nikol Pashinyan sent a 

condolence letter to the family of 

Louise Manoogian Simone on the 

occasion of her demise.  As 

ARMENPRESS was informed from 

the Office of the Prime Minister of 

Armenia, the condolence letter runs 

as follows,  

òIt was with deep grief that I learned 

about the death of Louise Manoogian 

Armenian Interests  
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Seta Paskalian Kantardjian, Director and 

Choreographer of Shushi Armenian Dance 

Ensemble  will be interviewed by ARHNJ on 

Sunday February 24  

The March 3 program is dedicated to 

the Patriarch of Armenian music, 

Gomidas, Also, the guests of honor 

are Vartan and Adi Abdo, in 

recognition of their 40 years work 

with the ARHNJ. The interview with 

Seta Paskalian -Kantardjian will be 

video recorded by PAREV -TV and 

will be available on YouTube.  

media, òShushi Ensemble is really 

dynamic. To undertake such a major 

AMAZING performance is truly 

admirable. This production promises to 

be a big one, with over 150 performers - 

from France, California, Armenia and 

New Jersey. The artists will stand 

strong and tall and echo that same 

message of Armenian pride and moving 

forward,ó said Vartan Abdo, director of 

the ARHNJ.   

Seta Paskalian -Kantardjian, Director 

and Choreographer of Shushi 

Armenian Dance Ensemble will be 

interviewed by the Armenian Radio 

Hour of NJ on Sunday February 24. 

The interview will be aired live at 3:00 

p.m. following Seton Hall University 

special sports broadcast.  

The entire Armenian community has 

already followed the colorful flyers 

and detailed information on social 

Armenian Interests  

Parev -TV Interviewed Nazli Onder,  

PhD Student at University of Leeds    
participate and are involved in the 

community). Her great grandmother 

was Armenian and her great 

grandfather was Kurdish. Nazli was 

named in honor of her great 

grandmother.    

studying in the school of Geography. She 

is focusing her PhD research on the 

Armenian Diaspora organizations and 

diaspora nationalism: The case of the 

Armenian diaspora in Canada and the 

U.S. She is in the United States to 

interview community activist and 

leaders in the United States Diaspora 

community. She wants to understand to 

what extend do Armenians diasporas 

have an impact on shaping Armenian 

identity (especially on those who 

On Tuesday, 

February 

19th, Parev -

TV had an 

interview 

with Nazli 

Onder, who 

is a PhD 

student at 

the 

University of 

Leeds, UK, 
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Nobleman GARBIS KAZANJIAN, 89, Passed Away 

on Thursday, February 21, 2019  

Garbis Kazanjian (Publisher, Reporter) was born in Beirut, Lebanon.   He graduated the local Nishan Palandijian Jemaran. 

His teachers were prominent Armenian leaders who inspired the students. Garbis attended the Haigazian University and 

received his BA in Business Administration from the   Ecole Technique De Commerce. His love and passion has always been 

the print media. In 1957, Garbis and his brother, Manuel, established Aramazt publishing company which published 

illustrated childrenõs books. In 1959 they acquired Nor Gyank, a popular weekly magazine.  

 

 Garbis married Arshalouys in August of 1960. They have a daughter, two sons, and five  grandchildren.  

 

In 1975 the family moved to Wayne, New Jersey. In the USA Garbis continued reporting to various newspapers. He helped 

found the Compatriotic Union of Ourfa and the Armenian Jewelers Association East Coast Chapter, USA.    He maintained a 

close relationship with the Hovnanian School, where he was a former business administrator and trustee. From 1985 to 2010 

Mr. Kazanjian broadcast the weekly news, in Armenian, on the Armenian Radio Hour of NJ.  

 

Grabs Kazanjian's whole life was  devoted to family, nation, church and language he loved.  

His generosity, his dedication, and his commitment to Armenia and Armenian causes is unparalleled.  

Accountancy lacks the language to tally such services.  

 

Grabis Kazanjian belongs to a generation of "men who plant trees whose shade they never sat underó He planted many trees, 

but had no time to sit beneath them. Those who do, will have a great gratitude for what he has done during their watch.  

 

Wake will be held on  

SUNDAY, February 24  

6:00 - 8:00 P.M.   

 

Funeral Service on  

MONDAY, February 25  

11:00 A.M.  

 

Sts. Vartanantz Armenian  Church  

Ridgefield, NJ  

 

Our heartfelt and deepest sympathy to the KAZANJAIN FAMILY  
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