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taken in  by a post-war 

orphanage before joining the 

seminary of the Armenian 

Patriarchate of Jerusalem. 

In 1928, he became a member of 

the Brotherhood of St. James 

and was sent to England to 

complete his studies. Upon his 

return in 1930, he taught at the 

seminary and began his first 

philological work. From  1949 - 

1992, he was in charge of the 

famous Surp Toros Library of 

Ancient Manuscripts of the 

Armenian Patriarchate of 

Jerusalem. He wrote the eleven-

volume catalogue of the 

Manuscripts. He was 

consecrated Archbishop in 1973. 

He died on December 19, 1996 

in Jerusalem. 

The images of Norayr Bogharian 

remind us that today’s children 

are the future leaders of 

tomorrow. 

We honor the memory of this 

great clergyman and remain 

forever grateful for his 

contribution. 

In 2022, in one of the ‘Zion 

quarterly’ of the Armenian 

Patriarchate of Jerusalem, an 

article ‘From Ayntab to 

Jerusalem’ appeared in 

Armenian . It was the story of 

two great clergymen 

Archbishop Diran Nersoian and 

Archbishop Norayr Bogharian. 

The article highlighted a letter 

written in 1922 by the relatives 

of Diran and Norayr, pleading 

to the then Armenian Patriarch 

of Jerusalem to accept the two 

young boys into the seminary. 

The seminary was packed by 

orphans and it was only 

through special connections 

that the two were accepted to 

study in Jerusalem. 

The new Mardigian Museum 

has dedicated a large section to 

the life and works of 

Archbishop Norayr Bogharian. 

There were clear pictures of the 

young Norayr as well as the old 

Norayr. 

Archbishop Norayr 

Bogharian  was born in Ayntab 

on Jan 17, 1904. He was 

deported with his parents  and 

Archbishop Norayr Bogharian  

mailto:talinkupelian@gmail.com
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= You just returned from a ten day 

tour to Jerusalem and the Holy Land. 

What was the experience like this 

time? 

This is our 9th tour to the Holy Land. 

The ten day tour, from Jan 12 - 22, 

2023, was filled with daily 

excitement and adventure. We were 

24 in our group and all were eager to 

make this once-in-a-lifetime 

pilgrimage. One major highlight was 

the historic ‘herashapar’, welcoming 

of the Armenian Patriarchate of 

Turkey to Jerusalem. It was a 

befitting welcome with many clergy 

from Jerusalem and from Turkey 

leading a procession of seminarians, 

scouts and lay people. The main 

entrance to the walled city of 

Jerusalem, Jaffa Gate, was packed 

with Armenians and also non-

Armenians onlookers. The mood was 

positive, festive and filled with pride. 

Also, weather was just perfect. The 

average daily temperatures were 

close to 70F. It was just right to swim 

in the Dead Sea. 

There was abundant of food - 

breakfast, lunch and dinner. Dinners 

were times to relax, with lots of 

eating, drinking, singing and 

bonding. We turned into a family of 

24! 

All members of our group were 

impressed by the local Armenian 

community and the power of the 

Armenian Patriarchate. How 

Armenians have protected their 

= Is ten days enough for such a 

packed tour? 

We could have used a few more 

days to inhale Jerusalem. There is 

a new discovery every day. 

Jerusalem is very dynamic and 

alive. Witnessing thousands of 

Moslems rush to the mosque for 

prayers on a Friday is something to 

behold. To witness the Jews 

descend on the Western Wall for 

prayers on Saturday is equally 

impressive. Same with the 

Christians on Sunday. Three major 

religions praying to one God. 

= Were there many Armenian 

tourists from North America? 

Most of the Armenian tourists were 

from Armenia and Turkey. There 

were three groups of Armenians 

from California, Detroit and Boston 

areas. Most of these groups stay in 

Jerusalem and visit churches for 

prayers. All are led by priests. Our 

group spent equal amount of time 

in Israel proper and in Palestinian 

areas. 

It is very difficult to understand the 

politics of the region and the 

administration of some areas. But 

we were very safe wherever we 

traveled. 

Every Armenian must visit 

Armenian and Jerusalem at least 

once.  

Photos on next page 

rights in the Holy Land is yet to be 

studied. 

= What are some of the sites you 

visited? 

Our tour had two parts - Northern 

Israel and Jerusalem vicinity.  

In the northern Israel our hotel was 

the Colony Hotel in Haifa. From 

Haifa we would take daily tours to 

Lebanese border, Acre, Cana, 

Nazaret, Sea of Galilee, Tiberia, 

Capernaum. Each of these days we 

would enjoy the Mediterranean Sea 

and enjoy restaurants with a view of 

the Mediterranean. Haifa is the most 

beautiful city in Israel. 

After three nights in Haifa we drove 

to Jerusalem and stayed at the 

prestigious Notre Dame Hostel, which 

is located 100 feet from the walled 

city of Jerusalem. We explored the 

Moslem Quarter, Jewish Quarter, 

Christian Quarter and of course the 

Armenian Quarter. There was a lot of 

walking and each step was an 

adventure. There is so much to see, to 

understand, to enjoy. Jerusalem was 

packed with tourists and tourism is at 

pre pandemic levels. 

The areas around Jerusalem were 

River Jordan Baptismal site, Mt. of 

Olives, Dead Sea, Jericho, Bethlehem. 

We covered a lot and even had time to 

visit the Mardigian Museum, play 

soccer and get tattooed. 

 

Armenian Cultural Tour of the Holy Land 

(Interview with Vartan Abdo) 
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At Church of Nativity Bethlehem  

Mardigian Museum  

Soccer Field  

Dinner 

of Christ,” he said. 

The Ecumenical Prayer Vigil pioneered 

by Pope Francis is an example of the 

joint paths of synodality and ecumenism 

in action. How those journeys will 

proceed has yet to be discovered. We 

must be more aware that we are a 

people, that we are the people of God all 

together. 

Representatives of Oriental Orthodox, 

Anglican, and Protestant churches and 

ecclesial communities took part in a press 

conference presenting the Ecumenical Vigil 

of Prayer that Pope Francis has proposed 

will take place ahead of next fall’s General 

Assembly of the Synod of Bishops. 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, the 

representative of the Armenian Apostolic 

Church to the Holy See highlighted the 

“spirit of humility” that can be seen in the 

invitation to other churches – such as the 

Oriental Orthodox and Eastern Orthodox 

churches – “to present their traditions, 

their experiences.” He added that listening 

to others and being open to learning from 

them is already a “wonderful spirit.” 

The Archbishop pointed to the Armenian 

Church’s centuries-long experience of 

synodality, saying that synodality in his 

community “is all for the growth of the 

Church, for the good of the Church.” He 

praised the Catholic Church for its 

openness to learning, while noting that 

Armenian Church can also learn from 

Catholics: “Learning from each other is a 

great way of carrying [forward] the mission 

Christian leaders welcome Ecumenical  

Prayer Vigil ahead of Synod  
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Actually, the tour was exactly what I 

was expecting!  With Vartan and Adi 

at the helm, coupled with their years 

of experience organizing Jerusalem 

tours, it was sure to be a success! 

Throughout the entire tour, there 

was not one iota of doubt regarding 

our safety.  We were safe, secure and 

comfortable. 

Just being in the Holy Land was a 

dream come true! We celebrated 

Christmas, enjoyed a private 

audience with the Patriarch of 

Jerusalem, Archbishop Nourhan 

Manougian, floated in the Dead Sea, 

sailed on the Sea of Galilee, visited 

the Church of the Nativity, The 

Dome on the Rock, The Armenian 

Quarter, The Western Wall, Jericho 

in Palestine and the Jordan River 

(where Jesus was baptized by John 

the Baptist).  

As an unexpected surprise, Adi 

arranged for the group to go to the 

Holy Sepulcher in the Christian 

Quarter for the Stations of the Cross 

procession with clergy and 

seminarians. A sight to behold!  

I would absolutely, positively 

recommend this tour! 

Overall, my observations were all so 

very positive. The entire group 

(twenty-four!) became a family and 

we bonded immediately, having so 

much fun with each other! New 

friendships were made, memories 

were created that will last a lifetime, 

and there was a genuine love and 

respect for one another. We will 

forever be indebted to Vartan and 

Adi’s hard work, organizational skills 

and selflessness.   

God bless you both! 

Vivian Hovsepian 

January  23, 2023 

Impressions of Vivian Hovsepian about the 

Armenian Cultural Tour of the Holy Land  

from January 12 -22, 2023  

Vivian Hovsepian 

Anahid Krichian 

Entering the Mosque  

Sailing Sea of Galilee  

Lebanese border  
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subjected to such violence? Who are 

the people who carry out these 

attacks? Why? 

Many more questions remain 

unanswered. 

The 24 members of our group are 

back in their homes in New Jersey. 

The messages shared by the group 

clearly indicate the frustration of the 

group. One suggestion is that we 

raise some funds and send it to 

Mihran Krikorian. 

In an e-mail correspondence with 

Mihran’s mother we heard that 

Mihran is O.K. and the damage 

inside the restaurant was 

minimal ‘park asdoodzo’. 

The question remains - why? 

Armenian Interests 

Less than a week ago, on January 20, 

our group of 24 from New Jersey were 

traveling on a Cultural Tour of the 

Holy Land and had an amazing time 

at Taboon and Wine restaurant, 

located in the walled city of Jerusalem. 

It was an ideal place to have dinner, as 

it was a few meters away from our 

hotel, Notre Dame, 

and it was an 

Armenian 

restaurant that 

offered ‘lahmajun' 

and ‘mante’. 

The owner Mihran 

Krikorian greeted 

us warmly and 

gave us the history 

of the Armenian 

dishes Taboon 

offers, thanks to 

the hard work of 

his mother. The 

mood was festive 

and the decor 

inside 

the restaurant was so inviting, with 

the many wine bottles hanging on the 

walls and the kitchen grill delivering 

the delicious food. 

there was a large flag 

of Karabakh hanging 

on the wall. 

It was one of the 

better restaurants we 

enjoyed, with lots of 

drinks, singing and 

also basterma-topped 

pizza. We simply fell 

in love with the place. 

Great service and 

amazing food. 

Two days ago we 

followed a disturbing 

video, on social media, 

of young Jewish 

extremists attacking 

the owners, staff and 

customers of the 

Taboon and Wine 

restaurant. The video 

clearly showed 

punching, throwing of 

chairs as well as the 

use of mase. 

How could a peaceful 

quality restaurant be 

Armenian restaurant in Jerusalem 'Taboon and 

Wine’ attacked by extremists  
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special services. 

On January 22, 2023, both 

patriarchs also led an epiphany 

service at River Jordan where 

they also met with the governor 

of Jericho. 

Armenian Interests 

On January 17, 2023, His 

Beatitude Archbishop Sahak 

Mashalian, the Armenian 

Patriarch of Constantinople visited 

Jerusalem and was warmly 

welcomed by the  Brotherhood of 

the Armenian Patriarchate of 

Jerusalem. It was Patriarch’s 

Mashalian first official visit to 

Jerusalem after his Enthronement 

in 2019  

The Jaffa Gate one of the busiest 

gates of the walled City of 

Jerusalem was were hundreds of 

Armenian clergy, lay people and 

scouts were stationed to welcome 

the Patriarch. An impressive 

colorful procession led by scouts 

and the sounds of drums proceeded 

prom Jaffa gate to the St James 

Armenian Cathedral for services. 

Following services Patriarch 

Mashalian was received by His 

Beatitude Archbishop Nourhan 

Manougian, the Armenian 

Patriarch of Jerusalem 

Traffic came to a standstill as The 

narrow streets were packed by 

thousands on onlookers. Armenian 

tourists from Turkey Armenian 

Europe and USA were not 

prepared for this colorful ceremony 

and some were moved to tears as 

they watched the living and 

vibrant Armenian community of 

Jerusalem. 

On January 18 both Patriarchs left 

for Bethlehem. In Bethlehem, they 

celebrated the liturgy of nativity, 

and theophany was celebrated on 

18 and 19 January with liturgy and 

His Beatitude Archbishop Sahak Mashalian first official 

visit to Jerusalem after his Enthronement in 2019 
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providing them with higher 

educational facilities, took place in 

2015. This was followed by the 

opening  of His Holiness Karekin I 

Centre in New York in 2016 at St. 

Nerses Seminary, which also 

accommodates the St. Hagop Chapel, 

in memory of Haig’s parents, 

donated by Haig’s children, his 

siblings and their children. Both 

centres were officially consecrated by 

His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme 

Patriarch and Catholicos of All 

Armenians. 

Haig and Elza are benefactors of the 

“Dumfries House - Yerevan My 

Love” charitable initiatives, under 

the auspices of the then Prince of 

Wales, HRH Prince Charles and Dr. 

Armen Sarkissian. The aim of the 

benefaction was to preserve the 

historically important contents of 

Dumfries House in Scotland and 

architecturally significant buildings 

in Armenia. The facilities in 

Armenia would then be put to use for 

improving the lives of disadvantaged 

children and families. Their latest 

project was “Lousé”, a centre in 

Yerevan, providing arts and crafts 

workshops as well as educational 

and recreational activities for the 

benefit of underprivileged and 

disabled children. 

Haig Didizian passed away on 

16th January 2023.  

Armenian Interests 

Haig Hagop Didizian was born on 

11th September 1930 in Jerusalem to 

Hagop and Khengaper Didizian, one of 

six children. He attended St. George’s 

British School in Jerusalem and the 

American University of Beirut. 

In 1952, he joined the company that 

was established by his father, Hagop 

Haig Didizian, in 1923, in the textile 

and clothing industries. He 

subsequently expanded the business 

into several other sectors over the next 

70 years. 

Haig married Marie Elza Azirian on 

11th January 1964; they were blessed 

with three children and seven 

grandchildren. 

His achievements allowed him to give 

back to the community; for Haig, 

giving was always more rewarding 

than receiving. For many years, he 

helped the Armenian community 

worldwide, promoting the Church, the 

language and culture so that they 

would remain alive for generations to 

come. He was involved in safekeeping 

The Armenian Apostolic Church of St. 

Gregory the Illuminator in Singapore, 

the Armenian Apostolic Church of the 

Holy Resurrection in Dhaka, 

Bangladesh and the Armenian 

Apostolic Church of St John the 

Baptist in Yangon, Myanmar as well as 

undertaking the construction of an 

Armenian Scout Centre in Buenos 

Aires, Argentina. 

Haig and Elza commissioned and 

sponsored a series of multi-

volume “Karekin I Studies” to honour 

the memory of His Holiness Karekin I 

(Sarkissian) and to realise his wishes. 

Seventeen books covering his life and 

works have been published and 

distributed to religious educational 

centres, universities and libraries 

worldwide as well as to friends and 

dignitaries. They also sponsored the 

publication of several books on 

Armenian history. 

Haig and Elza also undertook the 

projects of building two theological 

centres aimed at furthering the 

education of the clergy. The opening 

of “His Holiness Karekin I Educational 

Centre” in Holy Etchmiadzin, with the 

aim of housing ordained priests and 

Haig Hagop Didizian (1930-2023)  
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Poetry presented by Mrs. Zarmine Boghosian 

Armenian Interests 

Մեր Գրական Աշխարհի Ծաղկաստանէն 
♥ ♥ ♥  Through the Orchards of Armenian Lan-

guage & Poetry ♥ ♥ ♥  Jan./20-21/2023  
Presented by: Zarminé Boghosian 

    
ՍԻԼՎԱ  ԿԱՊՈՒՏԻԿԵԱՆ 

 Յնվ․ 20, 1919- Օգստ․ 25, 2006 

ԱՊՍՏԱՄԲՈՒԹԻՒՆ 
«Ես ձեր դատաստանին լինելու եմ ներկայ»: 
Ես չեմ ապրում արդէն ու ես չեմ էլ մեռնում, 
Եւ իմ չմեռնելը տեւելու է երկար, 
Ո՛ւր էլ լինեմ`տանը,  
                             դրսում, հեռաստանում, 
Ես ձեր դատաստանին  
                                    պէտք է լինեմ ներկայ: 
Դուք, փոքր ու մեծ տէրեր,  
            այրեր դուք ապիկար, 
Առաջնորդներ չնչին ու կէսկատար, 
Ստոր ձեր տեսակին ստորոտն էր յարմար, 
Դուք եղծութեամբ, ստով հասաք կատար: 
 
Մտքի ընտրեալներին դուք դարձրիք ծառայ 
Ու դարձրիք պատանդ,  
                                    հլու ընտրազանգուած, 
Մի պարկ փուտ ալիւրով մարդկանց  
                                                    խիղճը առաք, 
Դուք` փչացած վաղուց`  
                                        փչացրեցիք նրանց: 
 
Ու լլկեցիք հոգին ու փշրեցիք նորից 
                                    88-ի հրաշք ժողովրդին. 
Ստիպեցիք լքել հայրենիքը, որին 
Արիւն էին տուել, կեանք ու որդի: 
 
Իսկ նա, որ ստրուկին ճզմեց իր մէջ, ելա՛ւ, 
Յանուն պատուի,  
                           պարտքի եկաւ հրապարակ, 
Զօրքով, փշալարով շուրջկալեցիք նրան 
Ու ջանացիք ջարդել ոտքերի տակ… 
 
Օ՜, խաղատուն դարձած հայրենական մեր տուն, 
Ցեխերի մեջ ընկած մագաղաթեայ մատեան, 
Կախաղանի սիւնից  
                                կախուած անկախութիւն, 
Մեր լոյս երազների  
                                   խաւարակուռ պատեան: 
 
Ես ի՞նչ, ի՞նչ խօսքերով նզովք կարդամ ու սաստ, 
Ձեզ, որ խուժդուժ կարգերն այս երկնեցիք, 
Ուր դուք դարձաք հեծեալ,  
                               ժողովուրդը` գրաստ, 
Օտարի դուռն ընկած մի մուրացիկ: 
 

Եւ ես հայ բանաստեղծ,  ի՞նչ սեւ բախտի արժանացայ, 

Որ նզովքի խօսք եմ ասում… հայի՛ն. 

Հզօր ճախրից յետոյ այս անկումը տեսայ 

Եւ ապրեցի օրերն այս դիւային: 

 

Ո՛չ, չեմ ապրում արդէ՛ն 

                                       ու ես չեմ էլ մեռնում, 

Իսկ թէ անէծք վերին- մնաք ինձնից երկար, 

Մէ՛կ է, ո՛ւր էլ հանգչեմ,  

                                       ո՛ր մի գերեզմանում, 

Ես ձեր դատաստանին լինելու եմ ներկայ… 

     
ՀՐԱՆԴ ՏԻՆՔԻ ԱՆՄԱՀ ՅԻՇԱՏԱԿԻՆ 

Երան Գույումճեան 
Խօսքիդ խոփով ակօ՛ս բացիր 
Ա՛լ հնացած միտքերու մէջ, 
Ուր ցանեցիր հունտեր բարի 
Արդարութեան հաւատքին վեհ 
Ու պայքարին աննի՛նջ, արթո՛ւն 
Յանուն մեր սուրբ մեռելներուն 
Ու դեռ գալիք սերունդներուն՝ 
                 Պատուո՛վ ապրիլ, ոչ՝ վիզը ծուռ... 
Բայց եաթաղանն թուրքին զազիր 
Կախուած մընաց գլխուդ վերեւ, 
Իսկ դուն սպիտակ մի աղաւնի՝ 
Միամիտ, բարի ու լուսաթե՛ւ.. 
Մընացիր քա՛ջ ու անվեհե՛ր, 
Առաքեալին նման արի, 
Որ ուխտած է դըրա՛խտ դարձնել 
Ապրած դժոխքն խաւարածին... 
Ու երա՛զդ սուրբ, անարատ 
Մընաց կիսատ ու թեւաբեկ, 
Ինկար այդպէս դուն դիտապաստ 
Թշնամիին կեռ գնդակէն... 
Մահդ իմացեալ ծնո՛ւնդ պիտ' տայ 
Նոր Հրանդներու դեռ հըրաչեա՛յ, 
Պիտ'աւարտեն գործդ կիսատ, 
Մեր Երազին մարմին պիտ' տան... 
Բիւր խոնարհո՛ւմ քեզի, մե՛ծ հայ, 
Յիշատակի՛դ անմահական, 
Որ պիտի տայ նոր նոր ծիլեր, 
Նոր բողբոջներ արեւահեւ... 

    
       «Համալսարաններում վկայական են տալիս եւ  ոչ 

թէ խելք, որովհետև խելքը սովորովի չէ, այլ 

բնականից, եւ  դրա համար էլ լինում են վկայական 

ունեցող աւանակներ եւ չունեցող իմաստուններ:»    

                    Հրանտ Մաթեւոսեան    
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WELCOME TO PAREV-TV  

Armenian Interests 

We invite you to watch videos produced by PAREV-TV which cover current Armenian life. 

These videos are unique and serve to inform and educate the Armenian public. You may find 

our entire collection of videos archived at www.ArmenianRadioNJ.net  

Go to our Parev-TV channel on YouTube to watch all our videos 

Armenian Patriarch of Turkey Sahak Mashalian 

welcomed to Jerusalem   

 

Armenian Christmas procession in Bethlehem  

Jan 18, 2023  

 

THANK YOU 
 

To all our supporters of 
 

Armenian Radio Hour of NJ 
 

Armenian Interests E-Newsletter 
 

Parev-TV 

http://www.armenianradionj.net
https://www.youtube.com/user/VartanAbdo/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVRC7saQqtI&t=41s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVRC7saQqtI&t=41s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymJBCMfX-u0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymJBCMfX-u0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymJBCMfX-u0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVRC7saQqtI&t=41s
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Armenian Interests 

Rep. Adam Schiff Announces Run for US Senate  

President of Egypt Abdel Fattah  

el-Sisi to visit Armenia 

As part of his regional trip the 

Egyptian president is currently in 

India and will also visit Azerbaijan. 

In Armenia, President of Egypt 

Abdel Fattah el-Sisi will meet with 

President of Armenia Vahagn 

Khachaturyan. 

Margaryan said the Egyptian 

leader’s trip is a “long awaited visit”. 

President of Egypt Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 

will visit Armenia as part of a regional 

trip, the Armenian Presidential Office 

confirmed. 

“Abdel Fattah el-Sisi will arrive to 

Armenia in the coming days on a 

regional visit. The visit will take place 

at the invitation of the Armenian 

government. 

 

WASHINGTON, DC — Rep. Adam 

Schiff (D-Burbank) announced a 2024 

Senate bid on Thursday, launching a 

campaign for Sen. Dianne Feinstein’s 

seat in what is shaping up to be a 

competitive Democratic primary. 

“I look forward to campaigning hard in 

this race, meeting Californians where 

they are, and listening to what they 

want from their next Senator. I hope 

to earn their votes and their trust,” 

Schiff said in a statement announcing 

his run. 

attack at the US Capitol. Schiff also 

served as the lead House manager 

for former President Donald Trump’s 

first Senate impeachment trial. 

Congressman Adam Schiff 

represents California’s 30th 

Congressional District that includes 

Atwater Village, Burbank, East 

Hollywood, Echo Park, Elysian 

Valley, Fairfax, Glendale, Griffith 

Park, Hancock Park, Hollywood, 

Hollywood Hills, Larchmont Village, 

Los Feliz, Mid-Wilshire, Miracle 

Mile, Park La Brea, Pasadena, 

Shadow Hills, Silver Lake, Sunland, 

Tujunga, Universal City and West 

Hollywood. 

He represents one of the districts 

with the largest Armenian-American 

population. 

Though she has filed 2024 reelection 

paperwork with the FEC, Feinstein, 

89, has not yet announced whether she 

plans to seek a sixth full term next 

year and has faced criticism over her 

fitness for the job. 

Schiff is the latest Democrat to jump 

into the primary, joining fellow 

California Rep. Katie Porter, who 

announced her bid earlier this month. 

Rep. Barbara Lee also plans to run for 

the Senate as well. 

California Lt. Gov Eleni Kounalakis, 

California Attorney General Rob Bonta 

and US Secretary of Health and 

Human Services Xavier Becerra, a 

former longtime member of Congress, 

are among other potential candidates. 

Schiff is the former chairman of the 

House Intelligence Committee and a 

member of the House select committee 

that investigated the January 6, 2021, 
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Azerbaijan and Armenia on the 

terms of the 2020 agreement after 

Vardanyan rightly points out that 

the blockade is a clear violation of 

the aforementioned ceasefire,” it 

added. 

According to the statement, one of 

the most telling moments in the 

interview is when Sackur interrupts 

Vardanyan to “clarify” the language 

that should be used to refer to 

Artsakh: “You just referred to your 

territory as Artsakh, I should make 

it plain that while you, in your 

territory, refer to it as Artsakh, the 

Azerbaijani government, of course, 

calls it Nagorno-Karabakh, as indeed 

does the international community, so 

I just want to be clear about that.” 

“The Lemkin Institute is appalled at 

Sackur’s insistence on the usage of 

the name Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Sackur’s “clarification” suggests the 

illegitimacy of the name Artsakh, 

which is in fact the historical 

Armenian name for the region. His 

insistence also ignores the political 

undertones of the term Nagorno-

Karabakh, or simply Karabakh, a 

name that is often utilized during 

torture sessions, in which Azeri 

soldiers will force, under threat of 

physical harm, Armenian POWs to 

repeat terms such as “Karabagh is 

Azerbaijan.” These sessions have 

been documented by Azeri soldiers 

themselves and disseminated 

through social media. Sackur’s 

comment, which he frames as a 

revealed and incontestable truth, 

suggests a total ignorance of the 

history of the Artsakh conflict, and 

ignores the fact that Artsakh was 

given to Azerbaijan under the 

colonial rule of the Soviet Union, 

without the consent or input of the 

majority Armenian population 

residing within,” the Lemkin 

Institute said. 

Continued on next page 

Armenian Interests 

The Lemkin Institute for Genocide 

Prevention is shocked and horrified 

that BBC HARDtalk Anchor Stephen 

Sackur offered genocide as one of two 

“realistic options” facing Armenians in 

Artsakh during an interview with 

Artsakh State Minister Ruben 

Vardanyan that aired on 23 January 

2023. 

Referring to the blockade of Artsakh 

by the dictatorial regime of 

Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev, 

Sackur asked Vardanyan: “You now 

control a tiny enclave which is 

suffering from the economic blockade 

right now, and it seems your only 

realistic option is either to work out a 

political deal with Azerbaijan or for 

the people, the Armenian community 

in Nagorno-Karabakh, to decide that 

this is no longer sustainable and leave 

the territory. So, which is it to be – a 

political deal or leave?” 

The Lemkin Institute has pointed out 

in numerous Red Flag Alerts and 

Statements, forcing people to leave 

their land on threat of death is a form 

of genocide. 

The Lemkin Institute said in a 

statement it is surprised to have to 

point out that genocide should never 

be offered to threatened peoples as a 

possible “realistic option” going 

forward. 

“People threatened with genocide face 

choiceless choices. If Armenians are 

forced to flee in the face of Azerbaijani 

threats, that is not a “realistic option,” 

that is genocide. Sackur’s framing of 

the question places him in the position 

of the perpetrator, who in this case is 

Ilham Aliyev. By coopting Artsakhtsis 

(people of Artsakh) into a fantasy 

scenario where political negotiations 

with the current anti-Armenian, 

genocidal Azerbaijani regime are 

possible, Sackur engages in not-so-

subtle genocide denial and even blames 

the victim: Artsakh is under blockade 

not because of the genocidal designs of 

Azerbaijan, but because of some 

inexplicable stubbornness on the part 

of Armenians in Artsakh or their 

leaders – or both, as he seems to 

believe,” the Institute said in a 

statement. 

“By deploying a tactic called DARVO 

(Deny, Attack, Reverse Victim and 

Offender), Sakur is mirroring a 

common strategy of genocidaires. Not 

once does Sackur note that 

Azerbaijan’s blockade of Artsakh is a 

violation of the Ceasefire Agreement 

that ended the 2020 war, nor does he 

note that siege tactics against civilians 

constitute a violation of international 

law. In fact, he appears to excuse the 

blockade by referring to a 

“misunderstanding” between 

Lemkin Institute Says “Horrified” by BBC’s 

Stephen Sackur’s “Genocidal Proposal” 
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Vahakn Dadrian 

Continued from previous page 

control of President Aliyev’s regime. 

If Sackur is going to mention 

Azerbaijani propaganda as a source, 

he has an obligation to let listeners 

know that there is no freedom of 

inquiry, research, or speech in 

Azerbaijan,” it added. 

The Institute calls on the British 

news media to examine possible anti-

Armenian bias in its reporting. “We 

also call on the BBC and other global 

media outlets to ensure the accuracy 

of their reporting on the South 

Caucasus. We further suggest that 

more media companies focus on 

educating editors and journalists on 

laws and approaches related to mass 

atrocity and its prevention. Finally, 

ит аскс that journalists do not 

propose genocidal outcomes as 

“realistic options” faced by 

threatened communities.” 

Armenian Interests 

Although Sackur constantly says “your 

territory,” he seems to ignore the right 

of peoples to self-determination. As we 

have stated in several documents, the 

right to self-determination is one of 

the most fundamental ones within the 

international legal system according to 

the provisions of the United Nations 

Charter and several human rights 

instruments. This right is as 

fundamental as territorial integrity, 

equal sovereignty, and the general 

prohibition of the use of force. 

Armenians of Artsakh have 

continuously and consistently 

expressed their will for independence 

since 1991, when they voted in a 

referendum which resulted in an 

overwhelming 99.89 percent majority 

in favor of autonomy. Moreover, they 

have built democratic institutions and 

constantly requested to be recognized 

globally as an independent Republic. 

So, by referring to it as Artsakh, the 

State Minister Ruben Vardanyan not 

only honors the ancient history of the 

region, but also exercises Artsakh’s 

right to self-determination as an 

official representative of the country. 

 

“The entire interview in fact is 

characterized by assumptions and 

frameworks that appear to be sourced 

from Baku. At times, Sackur seems to 

use social media as the sole source for 

enormous truth claims, such as that 

Artsakhsis believe that Vardanyan’s 

“time as … state minister has been a 

disaster.” At one point Sackur names 

“political scientist” Elkhan Sahinoglu, 

the head of the Atlas Research Center 

in Baku, as a source, and quotes him as 

saying that “Ruben Vardanyan is 

Moscow’s man in Karabakh.” Sackur 

seems completely unaware that all 

research institutions in Azerbaijan, 

like all media, are under the total 

million Armenians martyred for 

their traditions and beliefs. 

The new Armenian Church of Saint 

Sarkis in Carrollton Texas, was 

honored as the “US Building of the 

Week” by the editors of the influential 

web platform World-Architects.  

World-Architects has now invited the 

public to select the ‘American Building 

of the Year’ by popular vote from the 

forty buildings selected as ‘US 

Building of the Week’ in 2022. 

The Saint Sarkis church is modeled on 

the ancient church of Saint Hripsime 

completed in AD 618 near Echmiadzin. 

The cornerstone of the Saint Sarkis 

Church was laid in 2018, exactly 1,400 

years later, a testament to the 

endurance of the Armenian people in 

the face of genocide, dispossession and 

exile. The facade of the Saint Sarkis 

church is a memorial to the victims of 

the 1915 Armenian Genocide in the 

form of an Armenian cross composed of 

1.5 million unique ornaments, each 

serving as a memorial to one of the 1.5 

Will the Armenian Church of Saint Sarkis in 

Carrollton Texas be voted “US Building of the Week”?  
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Please send any information related to  

Armenian Interests 

e-newsletter to:  
 

TalinKupelian@gmail.com 

Gegharkunik. 

In the picture shown, the young 

soldiers are celebrating their last 

New Year together.  

This tragedy is the deadliest non-

combat incident in the history of 

independent Armenia’s armed forces. 

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 

expressed confidence that the fire 

was an accident: “According to the 

preliminary version of the 

investigation, a serviceman tried to 

pour gasoline from a 5-liter canister 

into a stove, as a result of which the 

canister itself caught fire; the 

serviceman reflexively threw the 

canister to the side, starting the 

wider fire.” 

Armenian Interests 

At around 1:30am on January 19, a 

fire broke out in the accommodation of 

the engineering-sapper platoon of the 

military unit located in the territory of 

Azat village of Armenia’s Gegharkunik 

Province. Fifteen servicemen died as a 

result of this fire, and seven others are 

injured. 

There’s an ongoing investigations and 

all those guilty will bear criminal 

responsibility. 

The following are the names and ages 

of those who died. 

Manukyan Aram, 20, from Lori 

Nersisyan Volodya, 19, from 

Aragatsotn 

Martirosyan Gor, 19, from Tavush 

Asryan Rostom, 19, from Lori 

Hambarchyan Mushegh, 19, from 

Ararat 

Gharibyan Taron, 20, from Ararat 

Abazyan Pavlik, 19, from Tavush 

Sargsyan David, 19, from Aragatsotn 

Grigoryan Hrachya, 19, from Yerevan 

Avagyan Narek, 19, from Yerevan 

Barseghyan Gagik, 19, from Kotayk 

Dumikyan Misha, 19, from Lori 

Kirakosyan Hayk, 19, from Armavir 

Gevorkov Sergey, 19, from Ararat 

Davtyan Hamlet, 19, from 

15 servicemen died as a result a fire  

in a military accommodation   

mailto:talinkupelian@gmail.com
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AGBU 

55 East 59th Street 

New York, NY 10022 

212-319-6383 

Email: agbuny@agbu.org 

www.agbu.org 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church  

630 Second Avenue 

New York, NY 10016  

212-686-0710 

 

Prelacy of the Armenian Church  

138 East 39th Street, 

New York, NY 10016  

212-689-7810 

 

Saint Illuminator Armenian Cathedral 

221 East 27th. Street, 

New York, NY 10016 

212-689-5880 

 

Armenian Presbyterian Church  

140 Forest Avenue, 

Paramus, NJ 07652   

201-265-8585 

 

St. Leon Armenian Church  

12-61 Saddle River Rd 

Fair Lawn, NJ 07410    

201-791-2862 

 

Sts Vartanantz Armenian Church  

461 Bergen Boulevard 

Ridgefield, NJ 07657   

201-943-2950 

 

St Stepanos Armenian Apostolic Church    

1184 Ocean Avenue 

Elberon, New Jersey  07740 

Phone 732-229-3661   Fax  732-229-3857 

 

Holy Cross Armenian Church  

318 27th Street, 

Union City, NJ 07087   

201-864-2480 

 

Hovnanian School 

817 River Road 

New Milford, NJ 07646 

201-967-5940  

www.hovnanianschools.org  

 

Sacred Heart Armenian Catholic Church 

155 Long Hill Road 

Little Falls, NJ 07424 

Tel: 973-890-0447 

 

St. Thomas Armenian Church  

Route 9W-E Clinton  Avenue 

Tenafly, NJ 07670 

201-567-5446 

 

St. Mary Armenian Church  

200 W. Mt. Pleasant Avenue 

Livingston, NJ 07039   

973-533-9794 

 

St. Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church 

38-65  234 Street 

Douglaston, NY  11363 

718-224-2275 

 

Ararat Youth and Conference Center 

6944 S.R. 32 

Greenville, NY 12083 

212-686-0710, x120 

www.araratcener.org 

 

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary 

486 Bedford Road 

Armonk, NY 10504 

914-273-0200 

info@stnersess.edu  www.stnersess.edu 

 

Armenian Network of America-NY Region  

P.O. Box 205  

Bible School Park, NY 13737  

(617) 688-2741  

newyorkregion@armnet.org   www.armnet.org 

 

Armenian Church of the Holy Martyrs 

209-15 Horace Harding Expressway 

Bayside, New York 11364 

718-225-0235 

www.holy-martyrs.org 

 

Armenian Evangelical Church of New York 

152 E 34th St. 

New York, NY 10016 

Tel: (212) 685-3177 

 

St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral 

630 2nd Ave 

New York, NY 10016  

(212) 686-0710  

 

St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 

1131 North Street 

White Plains, NY 10605 

Tel. (914) 428-2595 

 

Tekayan Cultural Association-Greater NY 

560 Sylvan Avenue 

Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632 

Email: tekeyannjny@gmail.com 

DIRECTORY 
The following are addresses where Armenian gatherings are frequently held  

This is NOT a list of Armenian organizations or churches 

We will be glad to list additional addresses 

tel:%28212%29%20686-0710
http://www.araratcener.org/
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To be included in our Calendar of Events,  

please provide us with your non-profit organization’s event, date and 

location along with a contact name and telephone number 

 

Please  e-mail your submissions to:  

 

Talin Kupelian - TalinKupelian@gmail.com 

 

or 

 

Vartan Abdo - VartanAbdo@optonline.net 

 

We reserve the right to accept or reject submissions  

not in accordance with our service 

 

We also reserve the right to edit and modify all copies submitted 

 

***Armenian Interests & Armenian Radio Policy*** 
 

Due to the heavy volume of flyers/announcements we receive weekly, our policy is: 
 

 Flyers will be posted NO EARLIER than 3 months prior to event date 

 Announcements on the radio program will be made NO EARLIER than 3 months 

prior to event date 

 Prior to the 3 month limit, your event will be listed in the “Save the Date” section 

of our events page with a link to your website/email for 6 months (9 months total) 

 The only exception to this policy are cruises and travel (we will post those in our 

“Save the Date” section up to 12 months in advance, with flyers posted 6 months 

prior to departure & announcements made 6 months prior to departure) 
 

The Armenian Radio and Armenian Interests newsletter mission is to promote 

Armenian cultural/educational/social functions run by non-profit organizations 

Armenian Interests 

mailto:talinkupelian@gmail.com
mailto:vartanabdo@optonline.net
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Armenian Interests 

     UPCOMING EVENTS 

 February 4, 2023—Hovnanian School Valentine’s Dance 

 February 10, 2023 - St. Leon ACYOA Juniors Valentine’s Dance 

 February 11, 2923 - St. Mary Sunday School presents Mystery Theater Dinner 

 February 12, 2922 - Annual St. Leon Superbowl Party 

 March 11, 2923 - AGBU presents Women Shaping the World   

 May 13, 2023. - Save the Date. Tekeyan Cultural Association Mher Megerdchian Theatrical Group’s 

25th Anniversary Gala. Details to follow 

HELP US  

Forward this newsletter  

to your friends… 

Help us enlarge the circle  

of our readers… 
 

To subscribe go to: 

www.ArmenianRadioNJ.net 
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Please send any information related to  

Armenian Interests 

e-newsletter to:  
 

TalinKupelian@gmail.com 

mailto:talinkupelian@gmail.com
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Please send any information related to  

Armenian Interests 

e-newsletter to:  
 

TalinKupelian@gmail.com 

mailto:talinkupelian@gmail.com
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Advertise your business in our newsletter 
 

Consultations and requests to showcase personal advertisements  

can be handled through contacting Talin Kupelian 
 

All advertisements from sponsors are appreciated as they help us move forward 
 

Please email your business card (2”x3.5”) in JPG format to 

TalinKupelian@gmail.com 

mailto:talinkupelian@gmail.com
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Armenian Interests 

Armenian Interests  

Editorial Board 

Vartan Abdo 

Director  

 

Talin Kupelian 

Managing Editor 

Design & Layout 

Rafi Krikorian 

Email Distribution 

Website Manager 

Armenian Interests e-newsletter serves all Armenian non-

profit organizations and churches. We gladly post all flyers 

and press releases submitted by officers of the organization. 

Information makes us all a better and healthier community. 
 

We request that the information be sent to us two weeks in 

advance, so that we can serve the community better.  

(Please read our policy in the Calendar of Events section) 
 

Please email all submissions to: 

TalinKupelian@gmail.com 
 

Thank you! 

This newsletter was prepared with the highest attention to accuracy and detail 

We apologize for any unintentional omission or accidental misprint  

 

We thank all our readers for their continuous support and contribution to Armenian Interests  

 

 

Interested in receiving a copy of  

ARMENIAN INTERESTS? 

Simply go to  

www.Armenianradionj.net  

and click the  

subscribe button 

We are on  

Facebook, Twitter & iHeart 

We are wherever you are 

Armenian Radio Hour NJ 

Listen to the 

Armenian Radio Hour NJ 

Every Sunday on 

WSOU 89.5FM 

2:00-4:00PM 

mailto:talinkupelian@gmail.com
http://www.armenianradionj.net
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Talin Babayan Katya Kupelian 

Guest Volunteer Guest Volunteer Guest Volunteer 

Talin Babayan Katya Kupelian 

Guest Volunteer Guest Volunteer Guest Volunteer 

OUR DEDICATED 

VOLUNTEERS 

OF ARHNJ 

RADIO 

NEWSLETTER 

PAREV-TV 


